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DecisionsDecisions of of thethe Convention Convention 
on on BiologicalBiological DiversityDiversity

Decision VII/28 (2004): Programme of work on
Protected Areas:

- target 1.4: all protected areas to have effective 
management in existence by 2012, using participatory 
und science-based site planning processes that 
incorporate clear biodiversity objectives, targets, 
management strategies and monitoring programmes

- target 3.4: by 2008, sufficient financial, technical und 
other resources to meet the costs to effectively 
implement and manage national and regional systems 
of protected areas are secured



- target 4.1: by 2008, standards, criteria, and best 
practices for planning, selecting, establishment and 
governance of national and regional systems of 
protected areas are developed and adopted

- target 4.2: by 2010, frameworks for monitoring, 
evaluating and reporting protected areas management 
effectiveness at sites, national and regional systems, 
and transboundary protected area levels adopted and 
implemented by Parties

- target 4.3: by 2010, national and regional systems are 
established to enable effective monitoring of PA 
coverage, status and trends at national, regional and 
global scales

DecisionsDecisions of of thethe Convention Convention 
on on BiologicalBiological DiversityDiversity



General General demandsdemands 
on on protectedprotected areasareas

Protected areas (PA) should have:
- clear borders
- sufficient extent
- buffer zones or ecological corridors (as 

possible)
- management plans
- legal foundation according to environmental 

law (example: directive)
- Clearly defined protection purposes / 

objectives



- a high rate of ownership in public hand or in 
the hand of nature conservation societies

- enough money for nature conservation 
activities in the PAs like species-management 
or biotope-restoration

- enough staff for management (park 
administrations, rangers)

- administrations with competencies
- enough staff for area control and visitor 

guidance (rangers)
- enough funds for research and monitoring
- evaluation of measures and management
- acceptance within the local population

General General demandsdemands 
on on protectedprotected areasareas



TypesTypes of of protectedprotected areasareas 
in Germanyin Germany

Nature Conservation Area
Protection

• in order to preserve, develop or restore biotopes 
or biocoenoses of certain species, wild flora and 
fauna, 

• for scientific reasons, for reasens relating to 
natural history or national heritage, or 

• because of their rarity, specifically characteristic 
features or outstanding beauty. 

Nature Nature ConservationConservation AreaArea
ProtectionProtection

•• in order to in order to preservepreserve, , developdevelop oror restorerestore biotopesbiotopes 
oror biocoenosesbiocoenoses of of certaincertain speciesspecies, wild , wild floraflora and and 
faunafauna,,

•• forfor scientificscientific reasonsreasons, , forfor reasensreasens relatingrelating to to 
naturalnatural historyhistory oror national national heritageheritage, , oror

•• becausebecause of of theirtheir rarityrarity, , specificallyspecifically characteristiccharacteristic 
featuresfeatures oror outstandingoutstanding beautybeauty..

Landscape Protection Area
Protection

• in order to maintain, develop or restore the 
functionary of the ecosystem and its services, or 
the regeneration capacity and sustained 
usability of natural assets, 

• in view of the diversity, characteristic features 
and beauty of their natural scenery 

• because of the particular historical and cultural 
significance of the area concerned 

• in view of the area‘s special significance for 
human recreation 

Landscape Landscape ProtectionProtection AreaArea
ProtectionProtection

•• in order to in order to maintainmaintain, , developdevelop oror restorerestore thethe 
functionaryfunctionary of of thethe ecosystemecosystem and and itsits servicesservices, , oror 
thethe regenerationregeneration capacitycapacity and and sustainedsustained 
usabilityusability of of naturalnatural assetsassets,,

•• in in viewview of of thethe diversitydiversity, , characteristiccharacteristic featuresfeatures 
and and beautybeauty of of theirtheir naturalnatural sceneryscenery

•• becausebecause of of thethe particularparticular historicalhistorical and and culturalcultural 
significancesignificance of of thethe areaarea concernedconcerned

•• in in viewview of of thethe areaarea‘‘ss specialspecial significancesignificance forfor 
human human recreationrecreation

National ParkNational ParkNational Park
Nature Park 

Biosphere Reserve

Nature Park Nature Park 

BiosphereBiosphere ReserveReserve

Natural MonumentNaturalNatural MonumentMonument „Protected Components 
of Landscapes“ 

„„ProtectedProtected ComponentsComponents 
of Landscapesof Landscapes““

increasing
increasing

size
size

of 
of sites

sites

strictstrict
protectionprotection

lessless strictstrict

> 10.000 ha> 10.000 ha

< 5 ha< 5 ha < 5 ha< 5 ha

> 20.000 ha> 20.000 ha



TypesTypes of of protectedprotected areasareas 
in Germanyin Germany

protectedprotected areaarea typetype numbernumber % of % of GermanysGermanys 
land land covercover

national national parksparks 1414 0,54 %0,54 %
nature nature conservationconservation areasareas 78667866 3,3 %3,3 %
sitessites of of EUEU--habitathabitat 
directivedirective

46174617 9,3%9,3%

sitessites of of EUEU--birdbird directivedirective 685685 10,1 %10,1 %
UNESCOUNESCO--biospherebiosphere 
reservesreserves

1313 3 %3 %

landscapelandscape protectionprotection 
areasareas

73837383 30 %30 %

nature nature parksparks 100100 25 %25 %



Large Large scalescale protectedprotected areasareas 
in Germanyin Germany



German national German national parksparks

Bavarian forest National 
Park

Lower Odra valley 
National Park



QualityQuality criteriacriteria and and standardsstandards forfor 
German national German national parksparks

- The German national parks system is relatively young, 
the first NLP (Bavarian forest) was established in 1970

- A set of criteria and standards for NLP was not 
established until 2007 (one reason: the federal system 
with main competences in nature conservation for the 
Bundesländer instead of the federal government)

- In the period 2005-2008 the Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation financed EUROPARC-Germany within a 
research and development project to build up a set of 
quality criteria and standards for the German national 
parks and to develop an evaluation system, which is 
accepted by all national parks and all Bundesländer

- The evalution has been established as a critical self- 
evaluation

- Purpose: to help the parks improve their (no ranking 
between the parks)



QualityQuality criteriacriteria and and standardsstandards forfor 
German national German national parksparks

fields of action criteria (examples)
framework conditions legal foundations, boundaries and shape, 

defined protection purpose

protection of natural 
biol. diversity / dynamics

space for natural processes, extent of the 
park, ecosystem networking

organisation staff levels, ranger system, financing

management management plan, zoning

cooperation / partners cooperation agreements

communication communication design CD) and structure

education education courses, visitor guidance

experiencing nature infrastructure for visitors

monitoring / research basic research, monitoring, 
documentation

regional development image, impulses for the region, 
sustainable regional development



ResultsResults::
-- A A setset of 44 of 44 qualityquality criteriacriteria and and standardsstandards forfor germangerman national national 

parksparks, , belongingbelonging to ten to ten fieldsfields of of activityactivity, was , was establishedestablished
-- In order to check In order to check thethe standardsstandards withinwithin an an selfself--evaluationevaluation 

processprocess, , anotheranother 250 250 indicatorsindicators werewere developeddeveloped
-- WithinWithin thethe projectproject, , fourfour parksparks werewere evaluatedevaluated on on trialtrial. . 

ThereforTherefor a a questionairequestionaire was was developeddeveloped, , whichwhich includedincluded 
questionsquestions aboutabout thethe 250 250 indicatorsindicators..

-- On On thethe basebase of of thethe givengiven answersanswers to to thisthis questionairequestionaire itit was was 
possiblepossible to to elaborateelaborate a a profileprofile / / analysisanalysis of of strenghtsstrenghts and and 
weaknessesweaknesses of of thethe respectiverespective parksparks

-- FurtherFurther resultsresults of of thethe projectproject areare publishedpublished in a in a brochurebrochure

NextNext stepssteps::
-- UntilUntil 2010, all German national 2010, all German national parksparks shouldshould bebe evaluatedevaluated byby 

thisthis methodmethod
-- TheThe evaluationevaluation shouldshould bebe assistedassisted byby an extern an extern committeecommittee of of 

expertsexperts

QualityQuality criteriacriteria and and standardsstandards forfor 
German national German national parksparks



German German biospherebiosphere reservesreserves

BR Palatinate Forest

BR Berchtesgaden



For German For German UNESCOUNESCO--biospherebiosphere reservesreserves a a 
criteriacriteria setset was was alreadyalready establishedestablished in 1996. in 1996. 
ThisThis criteriacriteria setset was was revisedrevised in 2007 in 2007 

TheThe setset of 40 of 40 criteriacriteria consistsconsists of of structuralstructural
and and functionalfunctional criteriacriteria

and of and of criteriacriteria, , whichwhich mustmust bebe fulfilledfulfilled beforebefore
thethe UNESCOUNESCO--admissionadmission and such and such criteriacriteria, , 
whichwhich cancan bebe fulfilledfulfilled laterlater

German German biospherebiosphere reservesreserves



StructuralStructural criteriacriteria::

-- RepresentativenessRepresentativeness
-- SizeSize areaarea and and 

demarcationdemarcation
-- ZoningZoning
-- Legislative Legislative protectionprotection
-- Administration and  Administration and  

organisationorganisation
-- Management PlanManagement Plan

Functional Functional criteriacriteria::

-- SustainableSustainable useuse
-- Nature and Nature and landscapelandscape 

managementmanagement
-- BiodiversityBiodiversity
-- Research Research 
-- MonitoringMonitoring
-- EducationEducation forfor sustainablesustainable 

developmentdevelopment
-- Public Public awarenessawareness and and 

communicationcommunication
-- EmbeddingEmbedding intointo thethe worldworld-- 

widewide netnet of of biospherebiosphere 
reservesreserves

German German biospherebiosphere reservesreserves



German nature German nature parksparks

Nature Park 
Lüneburg Heath

Nature Park Hohes Venn / 
Eifel



QualityQuality criteriacriteria forfor German German 
nature nature parksparks

Nature Nature parksparks in Germany in Germany existexist sincesince 1956, 1956, aboutabout 100 100 
parksparks havehave beenbeen establishedestablished alreadyalready; ; butbut a a setset of of criteriacriteria
and and standardsstandards forfor nature nature parksparks was was notnot publishedpublished untiluntil
20052005
DuringDuring 20032003--2006 2006 thethe Federal Agency Federal Agency forfor Nature Nature 
ConservationConservation financedfinanced thethe Association of German Nature Association of German Nature 
Parks in Parks in coco--operationoperation withwith EUROPARCEUROPARC--GermanyGermany to to 
developdevelop qualityquality criteriacriteria forfor German nature German nature parksparks; ; costscosts of of 
thisthis projectproject: 160.000 : 160.000 €€
Evaluation Evaluation isis designeddesigned as a as a selfself--evaluationevaluation
PurposePurpose: : IdentifyingIdentifying strenghtsstrenghts and and weaknessesweaknesses, , 
enhancingenhancing thethe qualityquality of of thethe managementmanagement of of thethe nature nature 
parksparks

ResultsResults::
a a criteriacriteria cataloguecatalogue was was developeddeveloped whichwhich takestakes intointo
considerationconsideration thethe relevant relevant activitiesactivities in nature in nature parksparks; ; itit
containscontains 41 41 questionsquestions withinwithin 5 5 fieldsfields of of activityactivity



QualityQuality criteriacriteria forfor German German 
nature nature parksparks

fieldsfields of of actionaction examplesexamples
managementmanagement andand
organisationorganisation

managementmanagement plan, plan, financingfinancing, , 
cooperationcooperation, , awardsawards

nature and nature and 
landscapelandscape

biotopebiotope connectivityconnectivity, , visitorvisitor managemanage-- 
mentment, , supportsupport of NATURA 2000, of NATURA 2000, percenpercen-- 
tagetage of of organicorganic farmingfarming and of and of forestsforests 
withwith certificationcertification

tourismtourism and and 
recreationrecreation

cooperationcooperation withwith touristtourist informationinformation 
centrescentres, , offersoffers forfor nature nature experienceexperience, , 
accomodationaccomodation withwith certificationcertification

communicationcommunication 
and and educationeducation

existence/qualityexistence/quality of an of an informationinformation 
centrecentre, , guidedguided walkswalks, , numbernumber of of rangersrangers, , 
informationinformation material, material, internetinternet presencepresence

sustainablesustainable 
regionalregional 
developmentdevelopment

promotionpromotion of regional of regional productsproducts, , settlingsettling 
developmentdevelopment, traditional , traditional buildingbuilding, , 
availabilityavailability of of publicpublic transporttransport



QualityQuality criteriacriteria forfor German German 
nature nature parksparks

The criteria catalogue serves as a basis for the nature 
parks´ quality campaign, conducted by the Association 
of German Nature Parks (VDN); 
The nature parks who have joined the initiative will  be
assessed by specially trained „quality scouts“
Nature parks which obtain at least 250 out of maximal 
500 marks will be awarded with the title „Quality Nature 
Park“ for the next three years
It is voluntary to join the quality campaign
(63 nature parks have participated up to now)
The parks can use the results for their image 
campaigns

Next step:
The gathered experiences will be conducted in a 
review with aim to identify fields of action whith
remaining insufficiencies



NATURA 2000NATURA 2000



NATURA 2000NATURA 2000

Overall aim of NATURA 2000 as a habitat and species
protection regime:

Creating a european coherent ecological network with
SPA (Bird Directive) and SAC (Habitats Directive) as 
components
Setting species and habitats of community importance
in favourable conservation status

Procedural requirements:
The conservations objectives of all NATURA 2000 sites
and conservation measures are defined

Appropriate assessment (Art. 6.3 & 6.4) by
- screening
- checking alternatives
- effective functional mitigation of the impact is
required for each species/habitat affected



NATURA 2000NATURA 2000

MonitoringMonitoring accordingaccording to Art. 11 of Habitats to Art. 11 of Habitats DirectiveDirective
monitoringmonitoring forfor naturalnatural habitatshabitats (Annex I) and (Annex I) and speciesspecies
(Annex II, IV and V) of (Annex II, IV and V) of communitycommunity interestinterest
monitoringmonitoring activitesactivites mustmust taketake placeplace in and in and outsideoutside thethe
NATURA 2000 NATURA 2000 sitessites
thethe findingsfindings havehave to to bebe integratedintegrated intointo thethe national national 
reportreport (Art. 17)(Art. 17)

Reporting on Reporting on ConservationConservation StatusStatus (Art. 17) (Art. 17) providesprovides forasforas 
a a kindkind of of evaluationevaluation of of managementmanagement oror efficiencyefficiency 
controlcontrol
assessmentassessment withwith standardizedstandardized methodsmethods and update and update 
datadata formsforms
everyevery 6 6 yearsyears
includingincluding surfacesurface, , rangerange, , areaarea coveredcovered, , habitatshabitats of of 
speciesspecies, , populationpopulation estimatesestimates, , specificspecific structuresstructures and and 
functionsfunctions, , futurefuture prospectsprospects



Protected areas should have a legal foundation, with
clear conservation targets as a base for evaluation
Evaluation criteria should comprise conservaytion as 
well as sustainability criteria
The situation concerning financing and staff is often
critical, especially for biosphere reserves, nature parks
and NATURA 2000 sites
National parks, biosphere reserves and nature parks
have standards and are going to be evaluated
periodicly (NLP and BR every 10 years, nature parks
every 3 years)
In many protected areas monitoring is still under-
developed
The core zone area of national parks is often less than
75% according to IUCN-Cat. II, the core zone area of 
biosphere reserves often less than 3% according to the
national standard

SomeSome furtherfurther resultsresults
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