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Structure of the WorkshopStructure of the Workshop

IntroductionIntroduction and and backgroundbackground
Prof. Dr. Beate Jessel, German Federal Agency Prof. Dr. Beate Jessel, German Federal Agency forfor Nature Nature 
ConservationConservation ((BfNBfN))

EcologicalEcological networksnetworks in in mountainmountain regionsregions-- threethree
examplesexamples::

TheThe Alps Alps –– LocalLocal activitiesactivities withwith far far reachingreaching impactsimpacts
Michaela Michaela KuenzlKuenzl, Berchtesgaden National Park, Berchtesgaden National Park

•• TheThe CarpathiansCarpathians –– TheThe importanceimportance of of politicalpolitical frameworksframeworks 
forfor on on sitesite ecologicalecological networkingnetworking
Dr. Harald Dr. Harald EgererEgerer, UNEP Vienna, UNEP Vienna

•• ChallengesChallenges ecologicalecological networkingnetworking in in thethe Hindu Hindu KushKush-- 
HimalayaHimalaya regionregion
Dr. Dr. EklabyaEklabya--SharmaSharma, International Centre , International Centre forfor IntegratedIntegrated 
MountainMountain DevelopmentDevelopment, Nepal, Nepal

•• StatementStatement 
byby Tim Christophersen, CBD Tim Christophersen, CBD SecretariatSecretariat

DiscussionDiscussion
SummarySummary and and closureclosure



Ecological networks: dimensionsEcological networks: dimensions

ecologicalecological: : howhow cancan functioningfunctioning ecosystemsecosystems and and 
habitatshabitats bebe ensuredensured? (? (functionalfunctional and and physicalphysical
connectionconnection of of habitatshabitats))

economiceconomic: : whichwhich resourcesresources areare availableavailable, , howhow
cancan theythey bebe usedused in in thethe mostmost effectiveeffective way?way?

socialsocial: : whatwhat areare suitablesuitable socialsocial policypolicy frameworkframework
conditionsconditions forfor successfulsuccessful networknetwork projectsprojects? ? 
((communicationcommunication, , bringingbringing actorsactors togethertogether))

NeedNeed forfor international international cooperationcooperation: : 
BiodiversityBiodiversity ((lossloss) ) doesdoes notnot stopstop at at bordersborders!!



The Alpine ConventionThe Alpine Convention

Is a multilateral agreement that aims to foster Is a multilateral agreement that aims to foster 
conservation of natural landscapes and sustainable conservation of natural landscapes and sustainable 
development in the Alpine Regiondevelopment in the Alpine Region
Scope: surface area of 190,600 kmScope: surface area of 190,600 km²², population of 13.6 , population of 13.6 
millionmillion
Signed by 8 countries and the EU between 1991 and Signed by 8 countries and the EU between 1991 and 
1994; effective since 19951994; effective since 1995

Various protocols for implementation, e.g. Protocol Various protocols for implementation, e.g. Protocol 
on on „„Conservation of Nature and the CountrysideConservation of Nature and the Countryside““--
Article 12: establishment of an ecological network in Article 12: establishment of an ecological network in 
the Alpsthe Alps



PlatformPlatform EcologicalEcological NetworkNetwork -- 
MandateMandate

establishedestablished in 2006, in 2006, chairedchaired byby DE (DE (untiluntil 2009)2009)
permanent permanent expertexpert groupgroup, , includingincluding representativesrepresentatives
fromfrom administrationsadministrations, , researchersresearchers, , NGOsNGOs, , ……
providesprovides thethe politicalpolitical frameframe forfor implementationimplementation
activitiesactivities and a and a forumforum forfor exchangingexchanging experienceexperience
supportssupports thethe implementationimplementation of Art. 12 of of Art. 12 of thethe
nature nature conservationconservation protocolprotocol, , contributescontributes to a to a 
global global networknetwork of of protectedprotected areasareas (CBD)(CBD)
keykey areasareas of of workwork::

scientificscientific adviceadvice forfor thethe establishmentestablishment of an of an 
alpinealpine--widewide ecologicalecological networknetwork
projectproject--orientedoriented implementationimplementation
communicationcommunication



CooperationCooperation withwith projectsprojects

newnew ECONNECT ECONNECT projectproject: : startedstarted on on 
1.9.2008 (3 1.9.2008 (3 yearsyears) () (fundedfunded byby EU Alpine EU Alpine 
SpaceSpace Programme)Programme)

almostalmost finishedfinished: : EcologicalEcological ContinuumContinuum
PrePre--ProjectProject ((fundedfunded byby MAVA MAVA FoundationFoundation))

thethe PlatformPlatform providesprovides thethe politicalpolitical (and (and 
socialsocial) ) backgroundbackground forfor manymany
implementationimplementation activitiesactivities



PoliticalPolitical CooperationCooperation

CBDCBD--COPCOP--9: 9: signingsigning of a Memorandum of of a Memorandum of 
CooperationCooperation betweenbetween Alpine Convention, Alpine Convention, 
CarpathianCarpathian Convention and CBDConvention and CBD

aimsaims to to fosterfoster scientificscientific and and technicaltechnical
cooperationcooperation

facilitatesfacilitates thethe creationcreation of of connectivityconnectivity of of 
naturalnatural and and semisemi--naturalnatural habitatshabitats

nownow: : fillfill thisthis Memorandum of Memorandum of CooperationCooperation
withwith lifelife



ThanksThanks forfor youryour attentionattention!!

http://www.carpathianconvention.org



QuestionsQuestions forfor DiscussionDiscussion

•• Framework Framework conventionsconventions and multilateral and multilateral 
agreementsagreements: : FurtherFurther examplesexamples of of whatwhat 
doesdoes workwork and and whatwhat doesdoes notnot workwork -- 
whatwhat areare youryour experiencesexperiences??

•• ImplementationImplementation of of ecologicalecological networksnetworks 
in in mountainmountain regionsregions -- WhatWhat areare thethe mainmain 
challengeschallenges, , keykey obstaclesobstacles and and gapsgaps??

•• WhatWhat cancan frameworkframework conventionsconventions 
contributecontribute to to implementationimplementation on on sitesite –– 
and and whatwhat cancan‘‘tt theythey provideprovide??
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