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First of all ...

Most of the participants of the workshop 
agreed in the following:

� Extensive large scale grazing systems are the 
most natural kind of land use,

� they can work sustainable for centuries and

� are hotspots of biodiversity in most cases …

� … if dimension and quality of the area are 
suitable!
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Conclusions/ideas I

What is needed for the practice?
� more flexibility in applying ear-marks
� no BSE-tests needed for animals which never receive additional feeding 

and which have lived in the same system from birth
� more flexibility in blood sampling esp. in herds with no external contacts 

resp. which are tested negative
� general permission for shooting in the field in defined areas
� nation wide regulations for second pillar of EU-subsidies/ adoption to semi-

open pasture landscapes

General: adoption of the legal regulations to these 
grazing systems!

but also in each case:
� a management plan
� an emergency plan
� cooperation with veterinarians from the beginning
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Conclusions/ideas II

Status of the animals/animal welfare: We need both: 

� animal-ethical approach
� eco-ethical approach 

• taking care on social behaviour, traditions, mourning
• natural herd structure (ages, ranking, sex ratio)
• individual welfare <-> welfare of the group (e. g. removal and 

transport in social groups)
• We have to answer: Are animals allowed to die without 

permission? (How to assess losses in life stock in comparison 
with traditional farming)?
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Conclusions/ideas III

We should distinguish between at least two types 
of extensive large scale grazing systems:

� agricultural land use (in NL: Track C)
� pure nature conservation management (in NL Track B and A)

In the latter case there should be the opportunity 
to implement areas with animals having a status 
as “non-kept animals”.

Finally domestic cattle and horses should receive 
the chance to start with her own evolution again 
(e.g. in large wilderness-areas).
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Conclusions/ideas IV

Finally the participants agreed in the following 
requirements:

� cooperation between nature conservation, agriculture, 
veterinarians

� raising public awareness
� increasing public relation
� international networking / international conference(s)
� addressing the EU-commission:

• adaptation legal regulations to the needs of large scale grazing
systems

• adaptation of the CAP to the requirements of large scale 
grazing systems


