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Year round grazing systems and veterinary 
legislation in the European Union. 

Most inconvenient and most 
important aspects.
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Year round grazing systems and veterinary 
legislation in the European Union.

• Introduction
• Aims in nature conservation
• Aims of veterinary legislation
• Chances, risks and solutions
• We have to think not only of the herds in protected areas but also 

of the herds of humans everywhere
• Accidents will always happen!
• List of important questions
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Introduction

• Nature conservation concepts including year round extensive livestock keeping
gained more importance in the EU

• Connection between agriculture and nature conservation differs
• Veterinary legislation is basis for all projects including pasture farming
• Large amount of specialised kowledge, supervision and care is needed to 

manage large herbivores in such extensive or “semi wild“ pasture systems
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Aims in nature conservation
• Rarely usable areas or even wood pastures “managed“ by large herbivores offer

the possiblity to preserve biodiversity and prevent or slow down natural
succession

• Low-budget biotope protection and protection of species since a large amount
of endangered species are addicted to half open landscapes

• Nationally and internationally an important contribution to the protection of 
species and to establish green tourism

• Realisation of direct marketing of livestock and creating identification with
local products in public
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Aims in nature conservation

• Declaration of landscapes as year-round pasture areas in nature conservation
projects mark an important contribution to the Habitats Directive from 1992

• Ecological centre zones could be connected by creating corridors
• Population density in Europe makes it impossible to establish areas of 

“untouched nature“ in a large amount
• Therefore no solution to effective protection of the species
• In long terms a connection of agriculture, tourism and nature conservation

seems to be a realistic solution to the conservation of biotopes
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Aims of veterinary legislation
• The term veterinary legislation contains a multitude of tasks
• Animal health, animal welfare, food safety (public health), prevention of 

epizootic dieseases and pharmacy
• Key activities in animal health are e.g. veterinary tasks associated with

livestock keeping, feeding, prevention of epizootics, treatment of diseases, 
transport and trading of animals

• Extensively kept livestock also has to be cared by competent persons and 
veterinaries (98/58 EG)
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Aims of veterinary legislation

• Daily or appropriate control of the animals (Annex 98/58 EG) to 
avoid any suffering of the animals by competent/specialised
persons

• Control of body condition or disease
• Guarantees that livestock kept year round in the landscape does

no suffer form malnutrition during winter
• Conditioning of the animals to treatment or to fences/cattle

crushes to prevent humans and livestock from serious injuries
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Aims of veterinary legislation
• Public health in veterinary legislation aims to prevent humans from

diseases
• Some epizootic diseases of livestock represent zoonoses
• Rabies or Anthrax as well Chlamydia infections
• Most are regulated because of the possible economic damage (92/118 

EG, 97/12/EG)
• Direct or indirect losses (dead animals or trade restrictions)
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Aims of veterinary legislation
• OIE (Office International des Epizooties/World organisation for

animal health) observes and controles epizootic diseases in all member
countries

• List of all relevant diseases containig zoonoses and epizootic diseases
economically relevant

• Grazing projects also fall under epizootic regulationsand have to be
controlled regularly

• Current regular regulations are e.g. yearly blood samplings to detect
BHV1 (IBR) seropositive animals, not infective to humans
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Aims of veterinary legislation
• Bovine tuberculosis is no longer tested regularly but is infective to humans
• Transmission via bodily fluids contaminated water or feed (GB wild animals)
• Symptoms vary from fever to cachexy, no clinical diagnosis
• Tuberculin tests no longer practised, human vaccinations also
• Veterinary task is to prevent animals but most important humans from

epizootics
• Emergency plans have to be made if we create semi-wild livestock projects
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Chances, risks and solutions

• Year round extensive grasing projects are absolutely effective to follow aims as 
nature conservation and protection of the species

• Many successful examples exist, a connection between the countries is
necessary and contructive

• To build a bridge between different interests such as agriuculture, tourism, 
nature conservation and forestry

• Problems and risks have to be discussed
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We have to think not only of the herds in protected
areas but also of the herds of humans everywhere
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Accidents will always happen!
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List of important questions

• Is year round extensive livestock keeping (old, experienced animals together
with young ones) less appropriate to the species than conventionally kept
livestockings in large stables?
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List of important questions

• Does letting an animal die of old age come up to our expectations of animal
welfare?
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List of important questions

• Are pets like dogs and cats allowed to die of old age?
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List of important questions

• Are we allowed to make differences between livestock kept for nature 
conservation purposes, kept as pets or for economic reasons?
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List of important questions

• Does avoiding vaccinations of livestock for economical purposes come up to 
our expectations of animal welfare?
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List of important questions

• Is a different interpretation of European law within the different countries
possible?
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To be continued...


