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CRITERIA THAT HAVE BEEN USED FOR
CHOOSING A MARINE PROTECTED AREA

Important for feeding, mating, calving, as a nursery ground,
or a combination of these (due to special habitat features)

Serves as a migration route or corridor for significant part of
the population

Used by a significant percentage of national, North Atlantic,
or world population

Possesses high cetacean abundance

Possesses high cetacean biodiversity

Important segment of the population is resident there
Important to facilitate range restoration

Otherwise subject to one or more harmful human activity



CETACEAN PROTECTED AREAS
AROUND THE WORLD

INDIAN OCEAN
WHALE SANCTUARY

" SOUTHERN OCEAN WHALE SANCTUARY




ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTECTED AREAS IN EUROPE

EU Special Areas of Conservation
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QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE DECIDING TO
DESIGNATE A MARINE PROTECTED AREA

Will the target species actually benefit by this? Will they even
notice the action?

Are other protective measures more appropriate for limiting
Impacts?

To what extent will a protected area safeguard the species
through its lifetime, bearing in mind that cetaceans are very
mobile? - consider networks of MPAS?

Can one identify habitats critical for breeding and/or feeding?
How stable are these over time? - do they represent static
systems, persistent hydrographic features, or ephemeral
habitats?

What other species make up the marine ecosystem and will be
protected by such measures?
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THE SCOPE OF PROTECTIVE
MEASURES IN LIMITING IMPACTS
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Using Science as a
Basis for Managing
Protected Areas for
Cetaceans - the UK
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