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An international Accord

between France, Monaco and Italy

25 November 1999,

In effect from 21 february 2002.



French EPZ, 10 Marine Protected Areas 

and 15 no fishing zones



Specific relief and hydrodynamics



Marine distribution

Inland waters (base - lines)  14,7 %

Territorial sea (12 nm) 32,3 %

High sea (over 12 nm) 53,0 %



History of 

the Sanctuary

Born 10 years after many proposals from associations  and 

bodies involved into research and observation :

Universities, public and private laboratories, Associations for 

research, discovery and observation of cetaceans, national 

and international NGO (1989)

Then confirmed by the Ministries of Environement from  Italy, 

Monaco and France (1999 ï2002)

SPAMI (Special Protected Area of Mediterranean Importance) ( 2001)

Managing plan (2004)



Stenella 
coeruleoalba

Delphinus delphis

Tursiops truncatus

Balaenoptera 
physalus

Grampus griseus

Physeter 
macrocephalus

Globicephala melas

Main species



~ Pollution

Ą hydrocarbon

Ą plastic bags

Ącontinental é

The threats

~ Motor races (offshore)

ĄAcoustic pollution and collisions

~ Some fisheries

Ą drift nets (bycatch)

~ Commercial shipping

Ą Collisions

~Works and prospections

Ą disturbance and acoustic pollution

~Whale-Watching

Ą disturbance



Main goals

* RESEARCH 
Biological heritage and human impacts

* SENSIBILISATION

- Get the involvement of the users 

- Sensibilize deciders

- Substainable Developement of human activities

- Demonstrate the possibility of this management in this first 
international high seas protected area.



* MANAGEMENT

Harmonisation of the efforts of the Contracting Parties to 
improve the right mesures for the respect and the 
conservation of the species, threw the Managing Plan.
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Human impacts on Nature
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Human impacts on Nature

Technical structure

Behaviour

- direct

- undirect

Sensibility 

level of 

species and 

habitats Number of actors



Management ways

Analysis and stakes

-Biological, socio-économical and legal aspects

Involvement of professional and leisure actors
- Sensibilisation of Institutions

- Share goals and responsabilities

- National and Mediterranean harmonization (ACCOBAMS, CAR/ASP,

RAMOGE é)

Working Groups 

- Meetings with representative people and schedule

- E.Communication

- Assessment
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Complementarity of the mesures

- Technical, pédagogical and legal



International organisation

International 

Organisations

ACCOBAMS

CAR/ASP

GFCM

IUCN

RAMOGE

NGO

Conference of Parties

States, Local authorities, Experts 

Observers

Validation of proposals from CST

Scientific and Technical Comity

(Chairman from Monaco)

Institutionnal commissions and experts

Analysis of proposals (cf. managing plan)

Permanent

Secretariat

(french staff)

- Executive 

Secretary

- Assistant

Italian office 

Genoa 

(Liguria)

Meetings 

Secretariat

Representation

France

Focal Point

Steering 

Committee

Working groups

Monaco

Focal Point

Steering 

Committee

Working groups

Italy

Focal Point

Steering 

Committee

Working groups



First priority themes for common actions

Research and strategic activities

- Cetacean populations in the Sanctuary

- Human impacts

- fischeries and aquaculture

- shipping

- boating and sport races

- whale-watching

- marine pollution



First priority themes for common actions

Research and strategic activities

- Cetacean populations in the Sanctuary

- Human impacts

- fischeries and aquaculture

- shipping

- boating and sport races

- whale-watching

- marine pollution

Operational management 

- management data base

- control human activities

- Web site



The main risks 

- Harassment

- Disruption in the social  activities

One of the threats : 

the whale-watching
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The main risks 

- Harassment

- Disruption in the social  activities

One of the threats : 

the whale-watching

What do we do

- Inventory operators, 

- Identify the training needs

- Use the behaviour code linked to a label threw 

an aggrement with the operators (+ training 

course) 

- Promote naturalistic observation



Training for Officiers at the Commercial Shipping National 

School of Marseille to observe and to limit the risks of 

collision with 

the big cetacean

Souffleurs dõEcume
Commercial shipping
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A. Gannier

The Sanctuary is 

a good way 

to MOBILISE 

all the institutional, 

administrative, 

scientifical, 

professional, 

and associative 

EXPERTS

But it will be realy 

efficient only with 

the INTEREST and 

the involvement of 

every one

Conclusion 1

In order to the common aims



A. Gannier

CONSULTATION and  INVOLVEMENT, 

two keys for sustinable activities in the 

respect of the animals and their habitats

Conclusion 2



A. Gannier

This new protected area could be in the futur, 

a right LABORATORY for marine management

Conclusion 3


