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The Alboran Sea

One of Europeôs most valuable marine sites
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The ñgateò of the Mediterranean Sea



The ñhydrological motorò



A junction of biodiversity



But also a region of national and international 
socioeconomic importance



1999 - 2002

Programme of the Environment Ministry to ñIdentify 

Areas of Special Interest for the Conservation of 

Cetaceans in the Spanish Waters of the Mediterranean



Results: The project highlights the Alboran Seaôs relevance for the 

conservation of 8 species of cetacean



Result: 4 SACs, 1 SPAMI, 1 Oceanic MPA 



MPAs,  yes,  ééé. But NOT PAPER PARKS !



One of our main problems ïthe mess of 

governance at sea

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0325980/photogallery-ss-0


CONSERVACIÓN DE CETÁCEOS Y TORTUGAS EN MURCIA Y ANDALUCÍA

LIFE02NAT/E/8610

Conservation of cetaceans and sea turtles
2002 ï2006 EC LIFE Nature project

CONSERVATION and MANAGEMENT PLANS

Based on:

Åa solid scientific foundation

Åactive involvement of stakeholders

Drawing from Strangfordlough ïUK Marine SACs project



The challenge of ñmanagingò marine pelagic species

Å need for an oceanic scale conservation plan

Å importance of ecosystem approach



AIM: Species conservation plans and SAC management 

plans based on consensus

LEVEL 1: Management Process identifies and prioritizes actions

LEVEL 2: Discussing actions with stakeholders

From the bar to the management table



The ñTodos por la Marò coastal tours (3 classic fishing boats with and 

one van with an exhibition)
Over 2100meetings 

with stakeholders

Over 550 capacity 

building events

+

Theaters, films, 

interviews, é.19428 

participants !



Working with the stakeholderôs kids

8521 kids of 49 coastal 

community schools



One of the main threats to cetaceans, the colapse of fish 

stocks,é.is also a threat to local artesanal fishermen.

é.the bottlenose dolphin is blamed for this situation


