The Irish Sanctuary and other Marine
Protected Areas for cetaceans in Ireland
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IRELAND - A SANCTUARY FOR
WHALES AND DOLPHINS

A discussion document prepared by the
Irish Whale and Dolphin Group




~IsIreland a Sanctuary for Whales and Dolphins ?
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Special Areas of Conservation in Ireland
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A Required under the EU Habitats Directive
ABottlenose dolphin i Shannon estuary
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Notifiable Actions

A Management of activities through a list of Notifiable Actions

A Permission required from Minister for:

Aoperation of commercial recreational activities (e.g. sailing schools,
diving tours, jet ski hire, dolphin-watching tours)

Aintroduction (or reintroduction) into the wild of plants or animals of
species not currently found in the area

Acutting or harvesting growing algae

Aany other activity of which notice may be given by the Minister from
time to time




ompetency of other government departments
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Requirements for dolphin-watching vessels

Aabide by Conservation Plan

Aabide by Code of Conduct

Asupply monitoring data

Aprovide education and interpretation
Aaccreditated (Saoirse na Sionna)

Marine Notice 15 of 2005



Commercial fishing:

A pots for |l obster
A drift/draft net ban in 2007

A ptaawling for sprat/herring
A | ocal use of marine resources, ackn:t
but no action or implementation of notifiable action policy

Pair trawlers searching for schools of sprat in the Shannon estuary



Dredging
ADisposaI at Sea licence (1996)
Nan independent observer, with relevant expertise, shall mpany the dredge/dump
vessel to monitor and record the activity of dolphins dufinfj the duration of the works to
which this permit relates. A buffer zone of 2.5km (apf¥redezl.4 nautical miles) shall be
imposed around the dredge/dump vessel and “M Mg ump}\i_og will be suspended if
dolphin activity occurs within this zone (for tlu T
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Acoustic surveys

AL e d Mitayatifig measures for the protection of marine mammals
during acoustic seafloor surveys within Irish Waterso (NPWS 2007)

AMainly seismic but also Multi-beam and side-s can s @myr
applicable within bays/ inlets estuaries and within 1500m of the entrance
of enclosed bays/inlets/ estuarieso




