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Harbour Porpoise distribution in North Atlantic

ÅSub-tropical to cool

temperate & sub-arctic

Åmainly 20-200 m depth

Åmainly 11-14o C
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(Source: Reid, Evans

& Northridge, 2003)



HARBOUR PORPOISE POPULATION DIVISIONS

(Source: IWC, 1996; Rosel et al. 1999)



Population Structure of Harbour Porpoise

ÅEastern North Atlantic population appears to have continuous

genetic structure, with significant isolation only by distance

ÅBlack Sea population genetically distinct from Eastern North 

Atlantic population 

ÅSome indication of differentiation of Portuguese porpoises,

linked to oceanography; may be more similar to West African ones

ÅBaltic porpoise population shows significant differentiation from

those in Inner Danish waters

ÅSome evidence for substructuring between North-eastern & 

Southernmost North Sea, and between North Sea & 

Western British Isles/Ireland/Irish Sea

(Sources: Kinze, 1985, 1990; Tiedemann, 1996; Walton, 1997; 

Andersen et al., 1997, 2001; Lockyer, 1999, 2003; Handley, 2005;

Tolley et al., 1999, 2001; Andersen, 2003; Fontaine et al., 2007)



Timing of Breeding for UK Harbour Porpoises

(Source: Lockyer, 1995)



ANNUAL CYCLE OF THE 

HARBOUR PORPOISE

J     F    M    A    M    J    J    A    S    O    N    D

Gestation Period :    10-11 months

Lactation Period:      4-10 months

Calving Interval: 1-2 years
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Harbour Porpoise Growth Curves

(Source: Lockyer, 1995; Lockyer & Kinze, 2003)

Newborn calf:

65-85 cm

Mean ad. lengths:

160 cm (female)

145 cm (male)

Max. ad. lengths:

189 cm (female)

163 cm (male)



Life History Parameters of UK Harbour Porpoises

(Source: Lockyer, 1995)

1) Age structure

of males & females

2) Age at sexual

maturity for males

Usually up to 12 years; 

max. 24 years

3-5 years old for males 

& females



SOCIAL STRUCTURE

& BEHAVIOUR

ÅUsually solitary or in small groups of 2-10; occasional large aggregations of hundreds 

associated with feeding or migration (Evans, 1992; Read 1999)

ÅVery mobile, often travel more than 50 km per day (Read & Westgate, 1997)

ÅMales disperse more widely than females (Walton, 1997; Andersen et al., 1999; Tolley 

et al., 1999)

ÅSwim speeds: 6-12 km/h; can reach 22 km/h

ÅMax. dive durations typically 4-6 mins (possibly 10-15 mins);                    av. 29 

dives/h in Apr-Aug & 43 dives/h in Oct-Nov (Teilmann et al., in press)

ÅMax. dive depths: 30-50 m in Belt Seas/Kattegat; 132 m in Skagerrak,    226 m in Bay 

of Fundy (Westgate et al., 1995; Teilmann et al., in press)   


