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BACKGROUND

Aims of project

Overview of porpoise occurrence in the 
Baltic Proper

Increase and simplify cooperation 
between countries

Increase public awareness of porpoises
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Background 
Method

Create database, including information from all 
countries surrounding the area

Information accessible for scientists and 
politicians for management decisions on 
special request

Present database and make data partly 
accessible via an interactive map on the web



STATUS 
Database

Constitutes of six 
categories:

Incidental sightings
Effort sightings
Strandings
Bycatch
Hunted/Killed
T-POD data



STATUS 
Database

Common in all categories (if available):

ID-Number in the database

Origin of data (country, institute, ID of 
original database)

Date and possibly time of the registration

Location of the registration



STATUS 
Database

Additional information on incidental and 
effort sightings:

Sighting platform

Weather and sea condition

Pod size

Calf present, number of calves



STATUS 
Database

Additional information on Strandings/By-
catches/Hunted

Finder
Sex, age, length, weight
Data on reproduction
Data on health status
Genetic information
Net type



STATUS 
Data

1,237 records
from 1905 to 2007

Contributed by 
Germany, Poland, 
Denmark, Sweden, 
Latvia, Estonia & 
Finland
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Data distribution per category 















Effort sightings





STATUS 
Interactive Map

Located on project 
website

Shows different 
categories

Click on record 
and receive 
specific 
information



STATUS 
Website

www.balticseaporpoise.org



STATUS 
Information

ASCOBANS working 
paper for the 12th 
Advisory Committee 
Meeting, April 2005

Poster presentation 
at 2006 ECS 
conference, Gdynia, 
Poland



FUTURE

Data/ Interactive Map

Update database with current data

Advance the structure if needed

Search for international funding
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