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" Backerouno

Aims of project

v Overview of porpoise occurrence in the
Baltic Proper

v Increase and simplify cooperation
between countries

v’ Increase public awareness of porpoises



v Create database,
including information
from all countries
surrounding the area




Method

v’ Information accessible for scientists and
politicians for management decisions on
special request

v’ Present database and make data partly
accessible via an interactive map on the web



- R .
Constitutes of six

categories:
v" Incidental sightings
v’ Effort sightings
v' Strandings
v’ Bycatch
v Hunted/Killed
v' T-POD data




Database

Common In all categories (if available):

v ID-Number in the database

v Origin of data (country, institute, ID of
original database)

v'Date anc

possibly time of the registration

v'Location of the registration



Database

Additional information on incidental and
effort sightings:

v'Sighting platform
v'Weather and sea condition
v'Pod size

v Calf present, number of calves



Database

e
Additional information on Strandings/By-
catches/Hunted

v Finder

v’ Sex, age, length, weight
v'Data on reproduction
v'Data on health status

v Genetic information

v Net type



v' 1,237 records
from 1905 to 2007

v’ Contributed by
Germany, Poland,
Denmark, Sweden,
Latvia, Estonia &
Finland

v' ESAS

Bycatch
M Stranding
Effort Sigthing
Incidental Sighting
H Pod




. Data distribution per category
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v'Located on project

website

Baltic Sea Porpoise

Mapserv ent
k3
- Incidental sightings (L)
Strandings
/ Ettort sightings
Bycatch

categories

v'Click on record
and receive
specific
Information

P
Redraw Map
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www.balticseaporpoise.org

Home

About the project

—
o —

Contact
Database

Contribute

Research projects

—

Baltic Sea Porpoise Project

Welcome

The Baltic Sea Porpoise Project is a part of the Jastamia project, and funded by the Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation in Germany. The project is based on a database for sightings, strandings and bycatches of harbour
parpoises in the Baltic Sea, and the idea is that all arganisations/agencies around the Baltic Sea can provide data. The
goal of the project is to work as a farum for regearchers as well a5 an educational tool for the general public.

YWe thank the following parties for their contributions
Valdis Pilats, Latvia; Carl Kinze, Denmark; lvar Jussi, Estonia and Heini Kujala, Finland
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ralr-.j Fiskeri- og Sefartsmuseet

The harbour porpoise
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BALTIC SEA PORPOISE DATABASE,
Sharing Data Across Borders | :

Westerberg, U. (1), Carkén, 1. {2), Scheidat, M. (3), Siebert, U, (4)

1.3.4) Research and Technology Contre Westcoas! Christian-Altrechis-Universitat Kiel %
Hafentsen 1, 25761 Blsum. Gesmany. -

[2) Dapartment of Zoclogy. Stockholm Univarsity, SE-106 81 Stockhalm, Swden

In 2004 the project "Investigations on harbour porpoises in the Baltic Sea” was established as part of the Jastamia
Plan (ASCOBANS recovery Plan for Baltic Harbour Porpoises), funded by the Federal agency for Nature Conservation in
Germany and coordinated by the German Oceanographic Museum. One of its aims is the development of a database that
links and enables to share data on harbour porpoises in the Central and Eastern Baltic Sea between all adjacent countries.

‘“';‘H%_'.Bamc Sea Porpoise Project The harbour porpolses in the Central and Eastern part
—_— of the Baltic Sea belong to a distinguished subpopulation,

Mol different 1o the one in the Western Baltic Sea. During last
| century this population drastically decreased leading to an
increased conservation concern, Standard methods for
determining population size are difficull 1o apply in low
density areas and alternatives for determining the status of
a the Baltic Sea harbour porpoise need to be considered.

Overall knowledge on this population is low. yet many of
| Fd\ M - the bordering countries have unpublished anecdotal or
| fey E L - scientific evidence of this species.
| =

Figure 1. Hame page of the projects website
ot Harbour Ferpalses in the Baltie Sea

The aim of the Baltic Sea Porpoise Project is 1o combine

all these data sources in order to provide us with more

Insight on the biology of this species. The goal s for the

database to act as a forum for researchers around the

Baltic Sea as well as an educational tool for the general »

public,

For easy accessiility the database will be presented via an

interactive map. located al www.balticseaporpoise.org

(see fgure 1 and 2).
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Figure 2 Interactive map which will be available on e intemed in
ovder fo query the cafased

Future plans

Besides the six categories now existing (see fig.3), other
information will also be included such as that of acoustic
monitoring of porpoises  with towed and  stalionary
hydrophones. as well as old stories and anecdotes from

8 F A on
Figure 3 Structure of database. Amount of information for sach parameters of the Ke history and health status will also be
record vary, where alder recards generally have fess infarmation added to the dataset.

Since the construction of the database was initialised at the end of year 2004, several countries have already included data,
both recent and historical. B is owr hope that this international cooperation will continue. where researchess share
information and spread thelr knowledge to the general public. New data is always welcome and contact details of where to
send this data as well as other information regarding the project can be found at www.balticseaporpoise.org.
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Data/ Interactive Map

v'Update database with current data
v Advance the structure if needed

v'Search for international funding
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SKOV- OG NATURSTYRELSEN
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Valdis Pilats, Latvia; Carl Kinze,

L : . @ i
Denmark; Ivar Jussi, Estonia; Heini

Kujala, Finland and Ida Carlén,

Sweden

Thanks to BfN for funding!
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