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Introduction and general remarks

The European expert meeting in preparation for the 27th meeting of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-27) of the Convention on Biological Di-
versity (CBD) was organized as an informal workshop, aiming to facilitate the exchange of
information and views on the issues to be addressed at the upcoming SBSTTA-27 (20-24
October 2025 in Panama City). The expert meeting was convened by the German Federal
Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) at the International Academy for Nature Conservation
on the Isle of Vilm, 8-12 September 2025. A total of 44 participants from 20 countries at-
tended in their personal capacities as biodiversity or biodiversity policy experts.

As an exception, the agenda item 7 on risk assessment and risk management was discussed
virtually in parallel to the physical meeting, with an additional 29 participants from 14 coun-
tries.

The meeting was opened and co-chaired by Lennart Kiimper-Schlake and Birthe Thormann;
the virtual session was opened by Barbara Engels and chaired by Samson Simon (all BfN, Ger-
many). The agenda topics were briefly introduced by the experts in a plenary session and sub-
sequently discussed in detail within small working groups, who worked on general reflections
and detailed text proposals. These were reported back to the plenary, where they were dis-
cussed and finalized.

Sakhile Silitshena from the CBD Secretariat (participated as resource person. The experts in-
troducing the agenda topics to the meeting were Louisa-Madeline Singer (Federal Ministry of
Environment, Germany) and Sanne Kruid (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and
Nature, Netherlands) for agenda item 3, Dr. Phil Raymond (Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, Agricultural Ministry, United Kingdom) for agenda item 4, Mathias Bertram
(Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH) and Clarisse Kehler
Siebert (Swedish Environmental Protection Agency) for agenda item 5, Han de Koeijer (Royal
Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences) for agenda item 6a, Jules De Brabander (Belgian Ministry
for Environment) for agenda item 6b, Linn Appelgren (Swedish Environmental Protection
Agency) for agenda item 6¢, Johanna Niemivuo-Lahti (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Finland) for agenda item 8, Dr. Jan Plesnik (Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic)
for agenda item 9 and Conor Kretsch (Cohab Initiative Secretariat, Ireland) for agenda item 10.
Agenda item 7 was discussed by a separate online-expert group led by Valeria Giovannelli
(Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and Research) and the results were shared and
discussed in the overall plenary.

Magdalene Trapp (Biodiversity Policy Consultant and Facilitator), Birthe Thormann, Lennart
Kiimper-Schlake (both BfN, Germany) and Warthane Puvanarajah (German Federal Ministry
of Environment) took on the role of rapporteurs for the sessions. Jillian Campbell, Tristan Tyr-
rell, Marianela Araya Quesada, Wadzanayi Mandivenyi and Austein McLoughlin from the CBD
Secretariat supported as additional resource persons in short virtual exchanges.

This report summarizes the main points raised during the discussions and provides general
reflections on the official SBSTTA-27 documentation published by the CBD Secretariat. It
contains suggestions for amendments to the official documents and draft decisions. The
purpose of the expert meeting was not to reach consensus on each issue, but rather to pro-
mote a constructive exchange of information, opinions and ideas.
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This report is intended to assist individuals and delegations in preparing for the topics on
the agenda of SBSTTA-27. The results and inspiration from the meeting may contribute to
international exchanges and the upcoming negotiation processes.

Based on UNGA resolution A/77/460, this report applies the UN Editorial Manual to capitalize
the term "Indigenous Peoples". This is without predetermination to the continued use of “in-
digenous peoples and local communities” under the Convention on Biological Diversity and its
agreed terminology contained in CBD COP decision Xll/12, pending negotiations on this issue.
Therefore, related text proposals in the draft recommendations and annexes remain in lower
case.

How to read the report

Amendments and additions to the draft SBSTTA-27 documents are marked as follows through-
out the report:

Fext = text is suggested to be deleted
Text = suggestion for new text
[(Text)] = rationale on suggested change or comment on the text

This report seeks to maintain the text format as closely as possible to the official SBSTTA-27
pre-session documents provided by the CBD Secretariat, in order to facilitate easy comparison
between the outcomes of the expert meeting and the original text. Minor formatting differ-
ences may nonetheless occur, even in paragraphs that were left unchanged, as the report
follows a standardized European print format. The numbering of footnotes may also differ due
to abridging or the continuation of text. These adjustments have no impact on the substance.
Any proposed changes to the content are explicitly indicated, as described above.


https://docs.un.org/en/A/77/460
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/COP-12
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1 Global review of collective progress in the implementation of the Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (Item 3)

The topic was introduced by Louisa-Madeline Singer and Sanne Kruid. Overall reflections by
participants (not covered by suggested changes to the text):

The expert meeting expressed positive views about the recommendation and the draft anno-
tated outline of the global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework which is clearly structured and generally reflects COP
decision 16/32. The experts emphasized the importance of a solid global report for the global
review process and expressed concerns about not receiving enough submissions of the sev-
enth national reports by the deadline. They considered it important to complement national
reports, being the primary source for the global report, by other sources listed in decision
16/32 paragraph 18. Additionally, the target-by-target analysis was considered as an essential
element of the global report. There is the concern that the online reporting tool does not allow
for partial submission of national reports, as it results into errors.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/2

Suggestions on the text

Global review of collective progress in the implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

Note by the Secretariat

I. Introduction

abridged; continued.

V. Recommendation
24.  The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:
The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

1. Notes the progress made in the work by the Ad Hoc Scientific and Technical
Advisory Group for the Preparation of the Global Report on Collective Progress in the
Implementation of the Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework;!

2. Recalls that the seventh national reports are required to be submitted by 28 February
2026 and are the primary source of information of the global report on collective progress in the
implementation of the Framework; [Rationale: Included for clarity]

2.bis Urges Parties to submit their seventh national reports by the submission
deadline; [Rationale: The quality of the global report depends on the amount of national
reports received]

3. Notes the progress made in the submission of national biodiversity strategies and
action plans and national targets, which are the basis for national reporting and the analysis of
which will provide an additional source of information for the global report;

1 Decision 15/4, annex.


https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a5ea/8f0f/d9861f86c4d72456b137773e/sbstta-27-02-en.docx
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
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3.bis Urges Parties that have not yet done so to revise or update their national
biodiversity strategies and action plans, as requested in decision 15/6, as soon as possible;
[Rationale: In line with decision 15/6, Parties committed themselves to align their NBSAPs
with the Framework]

4. Encourages Parties to submit their seventh national reports or parts thereof before
the submission deadline to facilitate the preparation of the global report;

4.bis Further encourages Parties to enable the full and effective participation
and engagement of women, indigenous peoples and local communities, persons with
disabilities., vouth, civil society organizations, academia, the private sector, all levels of
government _and stakeholders from all other relevant sectors in the preparation of the
seventh and eight national reports; [Rationale: Since there are limited sources of
information on contributions from actors other than national Governments, this addition is
suggested based on decision 15/6 paragraph 23 c¢) and in line with the whole-of-society
approach. It serves to provide more robust information on the engagement and
commitments by these actors for the global report which is based on national reports. This
list, including the order, is taken from decision 15/6 paragraph 23c). It is not the natural
order as from other decisions. Persons with disabilities should be included as well]

5. Encourages actors other than national Governments that plan to provide information
on commitments towards the implementation of the Framework, as specified in subparagraph
18 (j) of decision 16/32 of 27 February 2025 and in the template contained in annex II to that
decision, to provide such information by the national reporting deadline or earlier, to facilitate the
preparation of the global report;

6. Takes—note of Approves/Endorses the annotated outline of the global report
contained in the annex to the present recommendation; [Rationale: Since the outline will be the
basis of the work of the Secretariat and the ASHTAG it is well placed to endorse or approve
the annotated outline rather than to take note]

7. Requests the Executive Secretary and the Ad Hoc Scientific and Technical
Advisory Group for the Preparation of the Global Report to prepare the global report on the basis
of decision 16/32, using the outline contained in the annex to the present decision. [Rationale:
the Secretariat is positioned to create the Global Report, with advice of the ASHTAG.
Hence, the Secretariat should be primarily addressed]

Annex

Draft annotated outline of the global report on collective progress in the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

I.  Outline of the global report on collective progress in the implementation
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
1. The global report on collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework? will comprise the following sections:

Part 1. Introduction and status of, and trends in, biodiversity

[Comment: Suggestion from Vilm experts to include short key messages as part of the
introduction or provide an Executive Summary to enhance readability for lay people, making
use of the conclusions of “Part III Conclusions and Key Messages”]

2 Decision 15/4, annex.


https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
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A. Introduction to the global report, the Convention on Biological Diversity
and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

2. Section I.A will contain:

(a) A description of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, its
monitoring framework® and the mechanisms for planning, monitoring, reporting and review;*

(b)  An introduction to the purpose and scope of the global report and how it links to the
global review of collective progress in the implementation of the Framework;

(c) A description of how the global report was prepared and links to relevant past
assessments, including editions of the Global Biodiversity Outlook.

[Comment: Participants wondered why the GBO has been highlighted here and no other relevant
assessments are mentioned]

B. Concise scientific and technical synthesis of the status of, and trends in, biodiversity
3. Section 1.B will contain:

(a) A concise synthesis of the status of, and trends in, biodiversity and the drivers of
biodiversity loss pressures-placed-on-it, as relevant to the three objectives of the Convention on
Biological Diversity;’ [Rationale: To align language with IPBES and the Framework]|

(b) A concise synthesis of the implications of those trends for the achievement of the
2050 vision of living in harmony with nature.

PartII.  Collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework

A.  Summary of the status of national biodiversity strategies and action plans,
national targets and national report submissions

4. Section II.A will contain information on the submissions of national biodiversity strategies
and action plans, national targets and national reports. It will include an analysis of the status of
national biodiversity strategies and action plans, national targets and national report submissions
and the associated processes and arrangements for their development and implementation.®

B.  Collective progress in the implementation of the targets
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

5. Section II.LB will contain key messages related to collective progress towards the
achievement of the 23 targets of the Framework. For each Framework target, the analysis will
include the following:

(a)  An analysis of the alignment of the national targets with the Framework target,
including a summary of the extent to which the level of collective ambition in national targets,
submitted through the online reporting tool? falls within the scope of the Framework target;®
[Addition made in footnote to align with decision SBI/5/2/Add2/Revl, paragraph 13.

3 Decision 15/5, annex 1.

4 Decisions 15/6 and 16/32.

5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.

6 As at 31 May 2025, 130 Parties had submitted their national targets and 51 had submitted their national biodiversity strate-
gies and action plans (see document CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/4 for an analysis of the submissions).

7 National targets are provided in the first part of the national reports. However, many Parties have already submitted them
through the online reporting tool (see https://ort.cbd.int/national-targets/analyzer). The analysis of the contribution of national
goals and the targets of the Framework presented in the report is based on the mapping of national targets against goals/tar-
gets undertaken by the Parties themselves.

8 The analysis will build on the analysis of national targets previously made available for the fifth meeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Implementation, as document CBD/SBI/5/2/Add.2/Rev.1, which will be updated for the present meeting. When ana-
lysing national targets, the Secretariat used the elements that were developed by the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Indi-
cators for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (see CBD/COP/16/INF/4, annex I).

9


https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://ort.cbd.int/national-targets/analyzer
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/SBI/5/2/ADD2/REV1
https://www.cbd.int/documents/CBD/COP/16/INF/4
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Rationale: For the sake of transparency, it is suggested to add that the analysis conducted
on the basis of Parties' self-assessment.]

(a.bis) A summary of regional and global trends in—relation—to—the—relevant and
information on the state of implementation of each [Rationale: Currently it is unclear
whether information on every single target is addressed, while this was a request from COP
decision 16/32 paragraph 17c¢.] Framework target based on the headline and binary indicators,
including tabular or graphical representations of the indicator, where possible. Graphics of
component, complementary and national indicators may also be included, where appropriate.
Where feasible and relevant, the indicators will be disaggregated based on the optional
disaggregations set out in_annex Il of decision 16/31 [Rationale: Include all the different

types of possible disaggregations as written in decision 16/31 annex II. Currently only a sub-

section thereof is 1ncluded] %e—ﬂ%&s%ra%e—&a&és—aeress—eeesﬁems—&ma&es—&ﬂd—spee}es—grwps

aad—perseas—wrﬂa—dtsabﬁmes Where natlonal data are 1nsufﬁc1ent or where addltlonal data
would improve scientific rigour [Rationale: While national reports are the primary source
for the global report, in line with decision 16/32 it allows other complementary data sources
to be used], global and regional data sources may be used to supplement the analysis, provided
that they are consistent with the guidance provided in decision 16/31 and meet the conditions set
out in decision 16/32; [Note: This paragraph has been moved from former paragraph (e)]

-0 e gnRting: [Ratlonale Thls paragraph has been
moved (and modlﬁed) under (e) as (e. blS) for a better flow of the priorities of the global
report]

(c) A summary of actions, successes and challenges in meeting the national targets, as
provided in the national reports. This subsection will contain an overview of the types of actions
that Parties have taken towards achieving the Framework target, highlighting success stories
shared by Parties through their national reports, and of the challenges encountered. Where
possible, particular attention will be paid to the specific challenges faced by developing country
Parties, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, in achieving
the Framework target;

(d) A summary of how headline, binary, component, complementary and national
indicators were used by Parties for the relevant Framework target, and any identified challenges
to their use;

h § § § § : [Ratlonale Thls
paragraph has been moved (and modified) under (a) as (a.bis) for a better flow of the
priorities of the global report]

9 At the time of reporting, the tool had not been developed yet.

10
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(e.bis) A summary of the number and types of contributions to the Framework target
from actors other than national Governments, including disaggregated information from
indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth organizations, where feasible.
The summary will include information from two sources: (i) the commitments from actors other
than national Governments reported in the submissions of national targets (see decision 15/6,
annex I)); and (i1) the commitments from actors other than national Governments reported directly
by those actors in the online reporting tool (see decision 16/32, annex II)!°. It should be noted
that, in the submissions, actors are asked to identify any duplication in reporting in order to avoid
double-counting; [Rationale: In line with decision 16/32 paragraph 18 (j), it was suggested to
specifically include disaggregated information from indigenous peoples and local
communities, women and youth organizations to highlight their contributions. Note: This
paragraph has been moved from former paragraph (a)]

(f)  Wherepessible; £This subsection will also contain an analysis of how the elements
of section C of the Framework have been addressed in national biodiversity strategies and action
plans, national targets and associated processes''. [Rationale: Ensure that the analysis is
conducted. The footnote has been included for transparency that outcomes on this section
are based on self-assessments by Parties]

C. Review of collective progress in the implementation of the 23 targets
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

6. Section II.C will contain:

(a) A summary of the overall and cross-cutting messages from the target-by-target
analysis described in section II.B above;

(b) A description of how collective progress relates to the 2030 mission of the
Framework;

(c)  An overview of how the considerations for the implementation of the Framework,
as set out in its section C, have been addressed across the actions taken to date;

(d) An overview of how sections I (implementation and support mechanism and
enabling conditions), J (responsibility and transparency) and K (communication, education,
awareness and uptake) of the Framework have been taken into account in implementation.

D. Review of the provision of means of implementation consistent with the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

7. Section II.D will contain:

(a) A summary of the provision of means of implementation based on information from
the national reports, in particular reporting against Goal D and Targets 18, arnd-19 and 20, as well
as other relevant information, including information contained in reports—of the Global
Environment Facility Council on the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund and the Global
Biodiversity Framework Fund;'?; [Rationale: It was agreed (16/32, paragraph 18 (g)) that the
sources of information for the means of implementation would include information from
the GEF and GBFF, but it is not limited to these sources; it could for example also include
information from other international public and private sources, including multilateral and
regional development banks, multilateral environment funds, relevant international
organizations, international philanthropies, national biodiversity finance plans or other
similar instruments, and other public and private sources, to ensure a better reflection of
the status of implementation of these targets]

(b) A summary of successes and barriers, including possible gaps in means of
implementation, that were noted by Parties in their national reports and in their national target

10 At the time of reporting, the tool had not been developed yet.
11 The analysis is based on national targets and NBSAP submissions received.
12 For documents and decisions of the Global Environment Facility Council, see www.thegef.org/who-we-are/gef-council.

11
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submissions. This subsection will include information drawn from the national reports on the
specific challenges faced by developing country Parties, in particular the least developed
countries and small island developing States;

[Comment: One expert expressed the concern that subparagraph (b) goes beyond the
mandate provided for the global report]

(b.bis) Information on successes and barriers, including possible gaps in means of
implementation for indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth and other
stakeholders will also be included, where available [Rationale: One expert expressed the
concern that the whole of society approach should be better reflected. These elements are
also reflected in the resource mobilization strategy in COP decision 16/34]

(c)  An analysis of the needs identified and means of implementation required to ensure
progress towards Targets 18, 19 and 20 of the Framework.

E. Contributions of relevant multilateral environmental er-international agreements,
international organizations and processes towards the implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework [Rationale: To be consistent with COP decision
16/32 paragraph 18 (k) sources of information]|

8. Section II.E will contain examples of how actions taken at the national and international
levels to implement relevant multilateral environmental agreements have created synergies
resulting in progress towards the implementation of the Framework.

8.bis Section II.LE_will contain examples of how actions taken by international
organizations and processes have created synergies resulting in progress towards the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. [Rationale:
while international organizations and processes were reflected in the title, the sub-section
below only focused on Multilateral Environmental Agreements. In line with decision 16/32
paragraph 18 (k) on sources of information]

F.  Analysis of progress towards the four goals of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework and its 2050 Vision for Biodiversity

9. Section II.F will contain:

(a) A summary of how collective progress towards the targets of the Framework is
paving the way for meeting its four goals and the Vision for Biodiversity for 2050;

(b) A summary of how headline, binary, component, complementary and national
indicators were used by Parties in the national reports, and any identified challenges to their use;

(c) A summary of global and, where possible, regional trends based on the headline and
binary indicators, including tabular or graphical representations. An analysis of component,
complementary and national indicators based on the data submitted in the national reports may
also be included, where appropriate. Where feasible and relevant, the indicators will be
disaggregated based on the optional disaggregations set out in annex Il, decision 16/31
[Rationale: Include all the different types of possible disaggregations as written in decision
16/31 annex II Currently only a sub-section thereof is 1ncluded] to 111ustrate trends aeress

1nsufﬁc1ent or where additional data Would improve sc1ent1ﬁc rigour, [Rationale: This

would ensure that national reports are the primary source but would allow other data
sources to be used in line with decision 16/32] global and regional data sources may be used to
supplement the analysis, provided that they are consistent with the guidance provided in decision
16/31 and meet the conditions set out in decision 16/32;

(d) Information on possible pathways and actions to address any challenges and gaps in
implementation and how those link to the theory of change and to the goals and the Vision for
Biodiversity for 2050 of the Framework.

12


https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-16

Report — European expert meeting in preparation of SBSTTA- 27

PartIIl. Conclusions and key messages

I1.

10.  Part III will contain:

(a) A summary of the key messages from the report, including those related to the
provision of the means of implementation;

(b) Possible pathways and actions to overcome challenges and support the further
implementation of the Framework and the achievement of the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity.

Geographical and temporal coverage and coverage of cross-cutting issues
11.  The following will apply to all aspects of the global report:

(a)  The report will cover regional and global dimensions. Specific challenges to the
implementation of the Framework, especially for developing country Parties, in particular the
least developed countries and small island developing States, will be considered throughout the
report. In addition, where possible, information will be provided to show trends across various
ecosystems and biomes, including for terrestrial, inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems and
by species types. The scope of the geographical, biome and species-focused analysis will depend
on the number and representativeness of seventh national reports submitted by the deadline;

(b) Illustrative case studies, including from _indigenous peoples and local
communities, women and youth, will be used across the report; [Rationale: One expert
suggested to emphasize that, where available, case studies on commitments and
contributions from indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth should also
be reflected in the report to align with decision 16/32 18 (j)]

(c) The report will be primarily based on the period covered by the Framework;
however, historical trends may also be presented, in line with paragraph 2 of decision 15/5. As
outlined in that paragraph, the Conference of the Parties decided to use the period 2011-2020,
where data are available, as the reference period, unless otherwise indicated, for reporting and
monitoring progress in the implementation of the Framework, while noting that baselines,
conditions and periods used to express desirable states or levels of ambition in goals and targets
should, where relevant, take into account historical trends, current status, future scenarios of
biodiversity and available information on the natural state;

(d) Information, data and analysis related to indigenous peoples and local communities,
women, children, youth and persons with disabilities and traditional knowledge inputs will also
be incorporated across the report, where possible.

13
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2 Matters related to the work programme of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (Item 4)

The topic was introduced by Dr. Phil Raymond. Overall reflections by participants (not covered
by suggested changes to the text):

The expert meeting considered that it was important to integrate findings from the Nexus and
Transformative Change Assessments throughout other relevant items, including items 5, 6, 9,
and 10, so that science could effectively inform policy rather than being considered separately,
and to break down siloes between sectors. In the same spirit, there was agreement that col-
laboration between IPBES and the IPCC was highly valued, and hope that there would also be
collaboration in the future between IPBES and the newly established Intergovernmental Sci-
ence-Policy Panel on Chemicals, Waste and Pollution.

In addition to the recommendations below, experts noted that the CBD could further mature
its use of IPBES findings, drawing inspiration from the UNFCCC'’s use of science from the IPCC,
for example in the Global Stocktake. This would involve continuing to return to findings from
past reports in any relevant agenda items or processes, rather than considering their implica-
tions in a single SBSTTA only. There was agreement that it would be desirable to increase the
use of IPBES findings more consistently throughout other CBD activities, for example commu-
nication, but that this might be more effective if discussed under the SBl agenda item on com-
munication, education, and public awareness.

It was also discussed that SBSTTA delegates should reflect on what further actions could be
suggested to facilitate greater uptake of the assessments at the national level.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/3

Suggestions on the text

Matters related to the work programme of the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and
implications of its assessments for the work undertaken under the
Convention

Note by the Secretariat

I. Background

abridged; continued.

IV. Recommendations

17.  The Subsidiary Body may wish to recommend that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of
Parties adopt a decision along the following lines.

The Conference of Parties,

Recalling its decisions XI1/25 of 17 October 2014, 15/13 and 15/19 of 19 December 2022 and
16/11 of 1 November 2024,
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Noting that the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework'® seeks to respond to The
Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,

Recalling that the Framework quoted some of the main messages of the first global assessment
report, in particular, “Nature can be conserved, restored and used sustainably while other global societal
goals are simultaneously met through urgent and concerted efforts fostering transformative change”,

1. Welcomes The Thematic Assessment Report on the Interlinkages among Biodiversity,
Water, Food and Health (“nexus assessment”) of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services including its summary for policymakers and key messages, as
well as the 71 response options, and highlights its relevance to the work undertaken under the
Convention and to the implementation of the Framework; [Rationale: we also want to highlight
the key findings and actionable response options]|

2. Encourages Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities,
women, youth, persons with disabilities, relevant organizations and stakeholders to take steps to
promote and implement a synergistic and holistic approach for biodiversity and the other nexus
elements, as—appropriate to_strengthen interministerial coordination, interinstitutional and
multistakeholder collaboration and more efficient national and subnational coordination,
planning, reporting and review processes [Rationale: For consistency with the biodiversity and
climate change decision, but relevant to all five nexus elements];

3. Encourages Parties and ether relevant organizations and stakeholders to: [Rationale:
Broader range of actors who can carry out the following options]

(a)  Build awareness of the interlinkages between the various nexus elements;

(a.bis) Promote and support the use of the 71 response options of the assessment;
[Rationale: add more actionable elements to the decision]

(b)  Support future research and data collection aimed at better understanding the status, and
trends and futures of the interactions between the nexus elements as well as synergies and potential
trade-offs;'* [Rationale: We want research to also explore positive futures for nexus interactions]

(¢c) Identify policy and financing options for promoting synergies across the nexus elements; '

(d) Promote engagement with a wide range of government authorities at the-natienal-evel all
levels, as well as with ether—stakeholdersineluding subnational-aeters; indigenous peoples and local
communities, women, youth, persons with disabilities, and the private sector in order to apply the
nexus approach; [Rationale: We are expanding the groups involved in engagement and explaining
why this is necessary]|

4. Encourages coordination across relevant international organizations and stakeholders
working on various elements of the nexus;

5. Welcomes The Thematic Assessment Report on the Underlying Causes of Biodiversity Loss
and the Determinants of Transformative Change and Options for Achieving the 2050 Vision for
Biodiversity (transformative change assessment) efthePlenary of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services including its summary for policymakers and key
messages, as well as the strategies and actions for transformative change, and highlights its
relevance to the work undertaken under the Convention and to the implementation of the
Framework; [Rationale: We also want to highlight the key findings and actionable strategies and
actions];

13 Decision 15/4, annex.

14 A trade-oft is defined in the summary for policymakers of the nexus assessment as the enhancement of a desirable out-
come in one element leading to the deterioration of another element.

15 Synergy is defined in the summary for policymakers of the nexus assessment as the enhancement of a desirable outcome
in one element leading to the enhancement of another element.
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6. Encourages Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities,
women, yvouth, persons with disabilities, relevant organizations and stakeholders including the
private sector te-takesteps to include the four key principles of transformative change in their strategies
and actions, as appropriate; [Rationale: Expanding the list of actors and linking the principles more
closely to the assessment]

6.bis Highlights the urgency for all actors to address the underlying causes of
biodiversity loss and nature’s decline, namely disconnection from and domination over nature
and people, concentration of power and wealth and the prioritization of short-term, individual
and material gains, as identified in the assessment; [Rationale: To draw attention to the
underlying societal causes of biodiversity loss which need to be addressed directly]

7. Encourages Parties and relevant organizations and stakeholders, in particular, to:
[Rationale: consistency across the decision]

(a) Build awareness about the need for transformative change to achieve the mission and
targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework by 2030, and work towards the 2050
vision for biodiversity; [Rationale: To more comprehensively reflect the 2030 elements of the
KMGBF and their relationship to the 2050 vision]

(b)  Promote and support the use by a Governments and authorities at all levels and as well
as relevant stakeholders of the strategies and associated actions identified in the assessment for bringing
about transformative change; [Rationale: To more clearly encompass subnational actors]

(c)  Evaluate the contribution of conservation policies to transformative change and, if needed,
make them more inclusive, well resourced and focused on places of high value to nature and people and
give higher recognition to the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities;

(d) Encourage-Governments-andrelevant-organizations—to implement transformative change

in all sectors, focusing primarily on the sectors most responsible for biodiversity loss; [Rationale: All
sectors are addressed in target 14, implement directly instead of indirectly]

(e) : 3 .
take into cons1derat10n the findings of the transfonnatlve change assessment asitisa system—w1de

approach that requires the engagement of all actors and sectors; [Rationale: Implement directly
themselves instead of indirectly through others]|

7.bis Requests _the Executive Secretary to invite Parties, other Governments,
observers, indigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth, persons with disabilities and
other relevant stakeholders and organizations to submit their views and experiences on
implementing transformative and nexus approaches when implementing the Framework and to
submit a compilation for consideration by the Subsidiary Body at a meeting before the eighteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties; [Rationale: To establish an ongoing process to use these
interlinked assessments in the implementation of the KMGBF]

8. Welcomes the approval of the undertaking of a second global assessment of biodiversity
and ecosystem services, the-summary-for-policymakers-of which will be considered by the Plenary of
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in 2028;
[Rationale: The whole assessment will be considered, not just the summary for policymakers. The
IPBES plenary will approve the summary. The chapters will be accepted]

9. Encourages Parties to engage in the process leadingto-the-publieation of preparation of
the second global assessment, in particular the review processes, noting-therelevanee reiterating the

importance of the assessment to the work undertaken under the Convention on Biological Diversity,'®
including the global review of collective progress in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework to be considered at the nineteenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties; [Rationale: Highlighting the main point for Parties to engage, aligning the language with
previous COP decisions (i.e. decision 16/32) and elevating the relevance to the global review]

16 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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10.  Invites the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem

Services to consider how to further prepare-simple-and-tailoredpoliey-relevantmessageste facilitate

the use of the assessments at the national level by Parties. [Rationale: To facilitate increased use of
IPBES assessments by Parties]

18.  In addition, the Subsidiary Body may wish to consider including language related to the nexus
and transformative change assessments in other relevant recommendations, including those related to
climate change, agriculture and health.
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3 Biodiversity and climate change (Iltem 5)

The topic was introduced by Mathias Bertram. It included a brief summary of the agenda item,
an overview of decision 16/22, the intersessional process including submissions by Parties and
other actors on options for enhanced policy coherence and elements and the setup of a draft
supplement to the Voluntary Guidelines for the Design and Effective Implementation of Eco-
system-based Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction as syn-
thesized by the Secretariat in the Note CBD/SBSTTA/27/4. Two anticipated information docu-
ments were not available in time for the workshop; one containing i) a further synthesis of
submissions on options for enhanced policy coherence, ii) a statement by the Rio Joint Liaison
Group (JLG), and iii) a report of the technical information exchange; the second information
document comprising the long version of the supplement.

Breakout group discussions were facilitated by Clarisse Kehler Siebert and Mathias Bertram.
Within the breakout group discussions on the draft supplement (CBD/SBSTTA/27/4 section IlI
and annex), questions arose on the further revision of the draft supplement to the Voluntary
Guidelines, based on two online consultation sessions (both held on 19 March 2025) and a
three-day hybrid technical workshop (7-9 May 2025), and a potential future peer review. Ex-
perts suggested that SBSTTA-27 should request the Executive Secretary to invite Parties, other
Governments, observers and other organizations, Indigenous Peoples and local communities
to peer review the supplement to the Voluntary Guidelines contained in the awaited infor-
mation document, in order to prepare this supplement for adoption at CBD COP17.

Experts within the breakout group discussions on enhancing policy coherence and coopera-
tion across the Rio Conventions (CBD/SBSTTA/27/4 section Il) generally appreciated the eight
options for enhanced policy coherence mentioned, as well as the multidimensional roadmap
with a phased approach (short-, medium- and long-term) and suggested to capture these ele-
ments in the draft recommendation text. Experts stressed that the eight options should be
seen as mutually supportive building blocks to enhance policy coherence, and not as alterna-
tives. They expressed the need for a continuation of technical information exchanges as ‘deep
dives’ to further define the multi-level roadmap for policy coherence on all eight options. Sev-
eral experts also suggested the JLG to fulfil its mandate and develop, with involvement of ex-
perts and bodies of the Rio Conventions, a joint work plan and a multi-level roadmap as ref-
erenced in SBSTTA/27/4 as a firmly anchored mechanism to support Parties in enhancing syn-
ergies and policy coherence at national and international levels and to present it to the Parties
to CBD COP17, UNCCD COP17 and UNFCCC COP31. In the operative paragraph 8 of the draft
decision, several experts supported to include a reference to the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework which applies to all actors, instead of CBD Article 20 which only ap-
plies to Parties.

Finally, the group worked through various text formulations to ensure consistency throughout
the document, however without addressing the annex (short version of the supplement).

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/4

Suggestions on the text
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IV.

Biodiversity and climate change

Note by the Secretariat

Introduction

abridged; continued.

Recommendations
38.  The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

Recalling decisions VII/15 of 20 February 2004, IX/16 of 30 May 2008, X/33 of
29 October 2010, XIII/4 of 13 December 2016, 14/5 of 29 November 2018, 15/30 of 19
December 2022 and 16/22 of 1 November 2024 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity,'” as well as the critical role of biodiversity and ecosystem functions and
services in climate change mitigation, adaptation and disaster risk reduction,

1. Welcomes the draft supplement to the Voluntary Guidelines for the Design and
Effective Implementation of Ecosystem-based Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation and
Disaster Risk Reduction,'® as contained in the annex to the draft decision below;

2. Takes note of the synthesis of submissions, the statement of the Joint Liaison Group
of the Rio Conventions and the report of the technical information exchange on enhancing policy
coherence and cooperation across the Rio conventions contained in document
CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/8;

2.bis Requests the Executive Secretary to invite the Executive Secretaries of the
other Rio Conventions and presidents of the 16" and 17" CBD COP, presidents of the 16"
and 17" UNCCD COP and presidents of the 30%" and 31 UNFCCC COP to collaborate on
the organization of further technical information exchanges to develop concrete proposals
with Parties, other Governments, observers, experts and other organizations on the eight
options to enhance policy coherence referenced in SBSTTA/27/4 with clear actions and
recommendations for consideration by Parties; [Rationale: We would like to emphasize the
importance of the eight options being mutually supportive building blocks to enhance policy
coherence. They are not alternatives. We need a continuation of technical information
exchanges with experts as a deep dive to further define a multi-level roadmap for policy
coherence on all eight options, as they are all valid]

2.ter Requests the Chair of the SBSTTA to exchange with the Chair of the
Subsidiary Body on Scientific and Technological Advice of the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change and Chair of the UNCCD Committee for the Review of the

Implementation of the Convention, with a view of bringing this recommendation and
options to enhance policy coherence referenced in SBSTTA/27/4 to the attention of the

UNFCCC SBSTA at its 63rd session, in November 2025 and the UNCCD CRIC at its 23"
session, in December 2025 in order that they may take it into_account during their
deliberations and consider _its contents; [Rationale: UNFCCC SBSTA 63 and UNCCD
CRIC 23 will also discuss on policy coherence so results from SBSTTA-27 should inform
SBSTA and CRIC chairs. Similar requests to the SBSTTA Chair have already been issued
in the past e.g. by SBSTTA-9 Recommendation IX/11 paragraph 9]

3. Notes the relevance of work conducted under the United Arab Emirates-Belém work
programme on indicators for measuring progress achieved towards the targets referred to in

17 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
18 Decision 14/5, annex; see also CBD Technical Series No. 93 for complementary information.
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paragraphs 9—10 of decision 2/CMA.5 of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of
the Parties to the Paris Agreement to the monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework;'?

4. Recognizes that using shared indicators when developing future monitoring
approaches a—censistent—approach—to—meonitering for the implementation of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework® and the Paris Agreement?! would reduce reporting
burdens and improve synergies; [Rationale: There is a need to use shared indicators for
monitoring as suggested in one of the eight options on enhanced policy coherence in
SBSTTA/27/4, 11, paragraph 16 to avoid additional duplications and burdens]

5. Invites the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris
Agreement to—theUnitedNations—FEramewo onvention—onClimate Chane

monitoring framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework into account
when considering indicators for measuring progress towards the targets referred to in
paragraphs 9-10 of decision 2/CMA.5%; [Rationale: To cite the correct governing body and
be more specific about what is being measured]

5.bis Also _invites the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the
Parties to the Paris Agreement and the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD to foster
enhanced policy coherence and synergies amongst the Rio Conventions, stressing that
climate change, biodiversity loss and land degradation can only be addressed successfully
in_an integrated manner; [Rationale: We can only achieve the goals and targets from the
Paris Agreement, Global Biodiversity Framework and land degradation neutrality
together]

6. Recommends that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a
decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Reaffirming paragraph 8 of decision X/33 of 29 October 2010 and paragraph 3 of
decision 16/22 of 1 November 2024,

Recognizing that biodiversity loss, climate change, desertification and land
degradation are inseparable and interdependent ehallenges crises requiring coherent and
urgent action in an integrated manner to achieve the goals of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework® and the Paris Agreement,” as well as the voluntary land
degradation neutrality targets under the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa,”® and the Sustainable Development Goals, [Rationale: Using
‘crises’ instead of ‘challenges’ corresponds to wording from UN-decision on triple
planetary crises 2021 and the statement on synergies among the Rio Conventions in
response to the call by the Secretary-General of the United Nations for suggestions
for greater synergy in implementation, in the context of the UN80 Initiative]|

1. Welcomes The Thematic Assessment Report on Interlinkages among
Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health (“nexus assessment”) of the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services including its summary
for policy makers and key messages, and highlights its relevance to the work
undertaken under the Conventions and to the implementation of the Framework at
#ts—eleventh-session, in particular its integrated response options, that have broadly

19 Decision 15/5, annex 1.

20 Decision 15/4, annex.

21 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 3156, No. 54113.
22 Ibid., vol. 1771, No. 30822.

23 See Paris Agreement, Article 7.

24 Decision 15/4, annex.

25 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 3156, No. 54113.
26 Ibid., vol. 1954, No. 33480.
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positive impacts on biodiversity, water, food, health and climate; [Rationale: Those
response options deliver very positive results and multiple benefits including climate
change mitigation, adaptation and disaster risk reduction]

2. Encourages Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local
communities, women, youth, persons with disabilities, relevant organizations and
stakeholders to take steps to promote and implement a synergistic and holistic approach for
biodiversity and the other nexus elements, including climate change;—as—appropriate_to
strengthen interministerial coordination, interinstitutional and multistakeholder
collaboration and more efficient national and subnational coordination, planning,
review and reporting processes; [Rationale: Institutional coordination e.g. between
national focal points is crucial and was stressed in COP decision 16/22 OP 11.
Establishing interministerial committees or task forces are very good actions. “Whole
of government”, “whole of society” and “whole of economy” collaboration needs to
be strengthened through more efficient national and subnational coordination,
planning, review and reporting processes. This includes enhanced cooperation
between national focal points of the Rio Conventions at national level but also
enhanced cooperation at subnational level, including with subnational Governments,
cities and other local authorities, IPLCs, women, youth and persons with disabilities
to enable successful, mutually supportive and resource efficient implementation from
national to local levels]

3. Acknowledges advisory opinion AO-32/25 of 29 May 2025 of the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights concerning the climate emergency and human rights and
the advisory opinion of 23 July 2025 of the International Court of Justice concerning the
obligations of States in respect of climate change, in both of which the inextricable links
between climate change and biodiversity loss are highlighted and the need for urgent action
under the Convention on Biological Diversity?’ is recognized for the long-term well-being
and resilience of people in the face of a changing climate;

3.alt Acknowledges advisory opinion AQO-32/25 of 29 May 2025 of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights concerning the climate emergency and
human rights and the advisory opinion of 23 July 2025 of the International Court of
Justice concerning the obligations of States in respect of climate change, in both of
which the links between climate change and biodiversity loss, including action under
the CBD are highlighted; [Rationale: More accurate language in line with the
Advisory Opinions]

4.  Reeognizes Stresses that the achievement of the mission, goals and targets of
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework is not possible without urgent and
effective action on climate change in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement and that
for achieving them it is highly critical to avoid further biodiversity loss and ecosystem
degradation; [Rationale: In line with COP decision 16/22 PP 7 and 8 with the intention
that KMGBF and Paris Agreement cannot be achieved in isolation. The delivery of
integrated and mutually reinforcing solutions and measures on all levels, particularly
in national and subnational actions, is crucial to effectively implement the Paris
Agreement, KMGBF, SDGs and other frameworks]

5. Adopts the supplement to the Voluntary Guidelines for the Design and
Effective Implementation of Ecosystem-based Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation
and Disaster Risk Reduction contained in the annex to the present decision;

6. Urges Parties, when undertaking actions to ensure the achievement of Targets
8 and 11 of the Framework, with the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples
and local communities, women_and girls, children and vouth, and persons with

27 Ibid., vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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disabilities; [Rationale: Alignment with the whole of society approach in the KMGBF
and wording in target 22|

(@) To identify and maximize potential synergies through their national
biodiversity strategies and action plans and relevant national targets, ensure synergies with
other national planning processes, including nationally determined contributions, national
adaptation plans and land degradation neutrality targets, as appropriate, and promote
positive impacts and minimize or avoid negative impacts on biodiversity, in particular for
vulnerable ecosystems and other ecosystems that are irreplaceable and for communities
that directly depend on biodiversity;

(a bis) To prioritize the protection, conservation, restoration, sustainable
management and enhancement of carbon-rich terrestrial, freshwater, marine and
coastal, managed and unmanaged ecosystems and of ecosystems with high ecological
integrity and adaptive capacities, limiting the risk of crossing tipping points;
[Rationale: To consider the urgency of the climate crisis, addressing the rapidly
diminishing global carbon emission budgets and carbon amount in the atmosphere
that further increases the risk of tipping points; this links with the voluntary
guidelines and its supplement as mentioned in the paragraph below]

(b)  To use the tools and information available under the Convention, including
the Voluntary Guidelines for the Design and Effective Implementation of Ecosystem-based
Approaches to Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction® and its
supplement;

(b bis) Promote and support the use of response options from those 71
assessed in the Thematic Assessment Report on Interlinkages among Biodiversity,
Water, Food and Health of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services; [Rationale: 35 out of 71 response options
mentioned in the IPBES nexus assessment are nature-based solutions, thus very
relevant to achieving KMGBF targets 8 and 11]

7. Encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations, taking
domestic priorities, circumstances and capabilities into account, to make use of the
Voluntary Guidelines and its supplement when designing and implementing nature-based
solutions and/or ecosystem-based approaches for climate change mitigation, adaptation and
disaster risk reduction, recognizing the co-benefits for biodiversity and livelihoods;

8. Encourages Parties, ivites encourages other Governments, financial
institutions, multilateral development banks, relevant organizations and stakehelders;-in
partienlarthreugh-the private sector, consistent with Article 20 of the Convention, to scale
up investments for climate change mitigation, adaptation and disaster risk reduction,
including through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and leveraging the
potential of nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based approaches and their
multiple benefits, with environmental and social safeguards, while monitoring and
assessing the impacts on biodiversity and human rights ecesystemresteration—and
sustainable—infrastruecture; [Rationale: Scaling up investments from all sources to
implement nature based solutions and ecosystem based approaches, to close the
funding gap. Art. 20 is applicable only to Parties. Consider whether CBD Article 20
or a reference to the KMGBF broadly that applies to all actors mentioned above is
most appropriate. Ecosystem restoration falls under nature-based solutions and
ecosystem-based approaches, we should not restrict ourselves to restoration only. The
element on ‘sustainable infrastructure’ might be misplaced here. If it refers to green
or blue infrastructure, it would fall under nature-based solutions and ecosystem-
based approaches as well]

28 Decision 14/5, annex; see also CBD Technical Series No. 93 for complementary information.
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9. Invites the Coalition of Finance Ministers and its institutional partners to
further integrate biodiversity and climate change interlinkages into its work programme,
including through the development of tools and guidance to support the implementation of
the Framework; [Rationale: Climate change is already integrated in the work
programme of Finance Ministers]

10.  Invites the United Nations Environment Programme, [in line with its
forthcoming global environmental data strategy,] to include the indicators used under [the
United Arab Emirates Framework for Global Climate Resilience and] the monitoring
framework for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework as the basis for
monitoring biodiversity and climate change; [Rationale: The square brackets are
because the strategy and the GGA Indicators need to be finalised]

10.bis Invites the respective bodies of the UNFCCC and its Parties to
consider using the Voluntary Guidelines and its supplement for Parties to integrate
biodiversity and social and environmental safeguards in mitigation and adaptation
measures; [Rationale: Based on COP decision 16/22 OP 12 adding the supplement]

10.ter Invites the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the
Parties to the Paris Agreement? to take the monitoring framework for the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework into account when considering indicators
for measuring progress towards the targets referred to in paragraphs 9-10 of decision
2/CMA.5%; [Rationale: this OP is also included in the draft SBSTTA recommendation
as OP 5 and the original draft recommendation text in SBSTTA/27/4; it is unclear
procedurally, if SBSTTA, according to its modus operandi, can directly invite the
COP serving as the meeting to the Parties to the Paris Agreement to take the KMGBF
Monitoring Framework into account; for that reason it is important to reflect this
invitation here as well; it is important to cite the correct governing body and be more
specific about what is being measured]

10.quater Also invites the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of
the Parties to the Paris Agreement and the Conference of the Parties to the UNCCD
to foster enhanced policy coherence and synergies amongst the Rio Conventions,
stressing that climate change, biodiversity loss and land degradation can only be
addressed successfully in an integrated manner; [Rationale: This operative
paragraph is also included in the draft SBSTTA recommendation as a new operative
paragraph Sbis; it is unclear procedurally, if SBSTTA, according to its modus
operandi, can directly invite the COP serving as the meeting to the Parties to the Paris
Agreement to take the KMGBF Monitoring Framework into account; for that reason
it is important to reflect this invitation here as well; we can only achieve the goals and
targets from the Paris Agreement, Global Biodiversity Framework and land
degradation neutrality together]

11.  Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources, to
use or develop user-friendly communication, dissemination teels strategies and
facilitate capacity-building and development for Parties, other Governments,
observers, relevant organizations, indigenous peoples and local communities and
youth on the use of the Voluntary Guidelines and its supplement; [Rationale: We seek a
way to make the Guidelines and supplement more broadly know in a cost-effective
manner to a broad range of practitioners]

11.bis Requests _the Executive Secretary, subject to availability of
resources, to prepare a technical series document integrating both the voluntary
guidelines adopted in decision 14/5 and the supplement referred to in paragraph 5;
[Rationale: We want to have one practical guideline that combines nature-based

29 Ibid., vol. 1771, No. 30822.
30 See Paris Agreement, Article 7.
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solutions and ecosystem-based approaches for climate change adaptation, mitigation
and disaster risk reduction]

11.ter Regquests the technical and scientific cooperation support centres to
make use of the Voluntary Guidelines and its supplement in supporting Parties in the
implementation of target 8 and 11 of the Framework:; [Rationale: We want to
demonstrate how the Voluntary Guidelines and its supplement can be used to
implement the targets, by making active use of the TSC mechanism via its regional
and subregional support centers based on requests by Parties and, as appropriate,
indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth representatives and
other relevant stakeholders in line with COP decision 16/3 paragraph 17].

11.quater Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of
resources and avoiding the duplication of efforts, to open a call for and to compile
submissions by Parties, observers and other relevant organizations of existing
information on carbon and biodiversity credits and offsets and their effects on
biodiversity, and to make the compilation available to the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting before the eighteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties; [Rationale: Important to better understand
how credits and offsets of market and non-market-based approaches affect
biodiversity based on evidence. This wording was already reflected in
CBD/SBSTTA/REC/25/8 OP 12]

12.  Also requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources
and avoiding the duplication of efforts, in collaboration with the Joint Liaison Group of the
Rio Convention, rights holders including indigenous peoples and local communities
and stakeholders, and initiatives such as National Biodiversity Strategies and Action
Plans Accelerator (NBSAP) Partnership, the Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC) Partnership, the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Global Network, the
Enhancing Nature-based Solutions for an Accelerated Climate Transformation
(ENACT) Partnership, the Friends of Ecosystem-based Adaptation network and the
Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction, and their respective
members, to further pursue enhancing policy coherence and synergies and-in cooperation
with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, including on capacity-building_and
development, technical and scientific cooperation, and technology transfer, and
increasing awareness and understanding of nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based
approaches, as a complement to the long-term strategic framework for capacity-building
and development.’! [Rationale: The Secretariat and the JLG have to work together for
better capacity building and development, in particular regarding nature-based
solutions and ecosystem-based approaches with rights and stakeholders and making
use of existing initiatives, partnerships and coalitions working on nature-based
solutions and ecosystem-based approaches. Similar wording was already reflected in
CBD/SBSTTA/REC/25/8 OP 10]

31 Decision 15/8, annex 1.
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4 Strategic review and analysis of the programmes of work under the Con-
vention in the context of the Framework (Item 6a)

The topic was introduced by Han de Koeijer. Overall reflections by participants (not covered
by suggested changes to the text):

The proposed recommendations were developed based on the understanding that SBSTTA
can provide guidance on the adjustment of the areas of work that fall within its mandates, for
final consideration by the Conference of the Parties. One expert remarked that the strategic
review should have included all different major groups instead of only one.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1

Suggestions on the text

IV.

Strategic review and analysis of the programmes of work under the
Convention in the context of the Framework

Introduction

abridged; continued.

Final conclusions of the strategic review and analysis

25. The draft strategic review and analysis was revised to take into consideration the
submissions received through the peer review, and the ensuing conclusions are summarized
below.

Areas of work that make a direct and comprehensive contribution
to the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

26. Most of the areas of work (including six programmes of work formally established by the
Conference of the Parties) make a direct and comprehensive contribution to the Framework, and
it is recommended that they be maintained close to their current form and regularly reviewed and
updated (see table 1). In addition, three options for addressing the programme of work on
protected areas are provided (see table 2).

Table 1
Areas of work requiring minimum adjustments

Agricultural biodiversity; biological and cultural diversity [Rationale: Moved from table 4
because only at COP 15 in decision 22, the Convention renewed its commitment to work
together with UNESCO, IUCN and others on the links between biological and cultural
diversity. Not even three years have passed since then; the Nature and Culture Summits
are well recognized parallel COP events; therefore, the experts recommend to place it
here]; climate change and biodiversity; communication, education and public awareness;
forest biodiversity; gender and biodiversity; Global Strategy for Plant Conservation; Global
Taxonomy Initiative [Rationale: Moved from table 4 because it is an extremely relevant
initiative, when it comes to basic understanding of biodiversity]; health and biodiversity;
inland waters biodiversity; invasive alien species; island biodiversity; marine and coastal
biodiversity; mountain biodiversity [Rationale: Moved from table 4 given the relevance of
the biome for targets 1, 3, 8 and 11 of the KMGBF; work under the Convention could
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however, be limited to a minimum]; planning, monitoring, reporting and review; synthetic
biology; and traditional knowledge, innovations and practices (Article 8(j)).

[Comments on table 1:

All areas of work displayed seem useful to be updated and reviewed. Many areas have
already been updated, some are being updated and others could be updated in light of
the Framework. The group provided their assessment on the status of each area with
regards to COP decisions and SBSTTA work during this biennium.

Unclear what “minimal adjustments” are — the expert meeting interprets “minimal
adjustments” does not exclude possible substantive updates, but leaves the overall focus;
they still might be kept under review and might need updating; (see paragraph 26.)]

Table 2
Options for the programme of work on protected areas

Option 1: protected areas become the focal area for all work related to Targets 1, 2 and 3 of
the Framework

Option 2: protected areas, ecosystem restoration and spatial planning are kept as separate
areas of work

Option 3: protected areas, ecosystem restoration and spatial planning are placed under one
umbrella programme with three discrete areas of work

[Comments on table 2:

The group could not provide a definite option as additional information as the basis of
the information document (CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/6) was not yet available at the time of
the meeting.

The expert meeting found it difficult to discuss the proposed options, given that potential
future work on spatial planning is pending on the outcomes of the discussions on areas
of potential further work, to be advanced under item 6c of SBSTTA-27. The way table
2 is presented, prejudges the outcome of these deliberations.

The expert meeting does not favor option 1 because the focus should not be limited to
focusing primarily on protected areas. The expert meeting supports ongoing work on
protected areas, ecosystem restauration and spatial planning which could best be done
by option 2 or option 3.

Option 2 would be the preferred option in the short term and option 3 potentially in the
long term, pending on the outcomes of the discussions on additional work on spatial
planning. It would be important to keep the visibility of each work area, but an umbrella
with distinct areas of work might be a good option.

Pending the information contained in the information document, we might consider
option 3 as best option if it strengthens the overall view on area-based approaches to
address Goal A of the Framework. This could be named area-based conservation and
management.]

2. Areas of work with a scope that could be reviewed

27.

Areas of work with a scope that could be reviewed contribute to the implementation of the

Framework, but their alignment with the Framework could be strengthened. It is recommended
to merge various areas of work, as shown in table 3.
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Table 3
Areas of work that may benefit from enhanced integration with other related areas of
work

— Business engagement, economics, trade and incentives; and mainstreaming, and-tourist
and-biediversity-|Rationale: Tourism and biodiversity has been moved to table 4 due
to limitations of scope]

— Capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation, and technology transfer
— Financial mechanism and resource mobilization

— Sustainable use of biodiversity and sustainable wildlife management

[Comments on table 3:
On business engagement, economics, trade and mainstreaming:

e The expert meeting was not clear about the activities carried out on the subareas under
the convention in the past. However, it was of the view that some of the subareas might
fit very well in one area of work. The area of work would clearly speak to important
stakeholders, e.g. businesses and the private sector. Businesses, however, are a major
group under the Convention and no area of work so far.

e There were questions whether the very broad item of mainstreaming would fit in here
or whether an additional area of work on mainstreaming would not be beneficial.
However, it would not fit under tables 1, 2, 3 or 4.

On capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation, and technology transfer,
financial mechanism and resource mobilization and sustainable use of biodiversity and
sustainable wildlife management:

e The expert meeting can support the three areas where enhanced integration is
suggested. After the enhanced integration of work areas, the meeting proposes to
potentially adjust the names. As for the area of work on sustainable use of biodiversity
and sustainable wildlife management, this could be renamed to sustainable use and
management of biodiversity.]

3. Areas of work that may present opportunities for enhanced efficiencies

28.  Ongoing investment by the Conference of the Parties in areas of work that may present
opportunities for enhanced efficiencies (see table 4) could be limited, and their implementation
could be led by partner organizations and Parties. All achievements could continue to be recorded
on the website of the Convention and through the clearing-house mechanisms, as information
sources.

Table 4
4. Areas of work presenting opportunities for improved efficiencies

Biodiversity for development, bielegical-and-eultural- diversity-| Rationale: Moved to table 1],

dry and subhumid land biodiversity, ecosystem approach, GlebalTaxenemyInitiative
[Rationale: Moved to table 1], impact assessment and meuntainbiodiversity [Rationale:

Moved to table 1], tourism and biodiversity [Rationale: Moved from table 3, the area of
work mainly focuses on the limitation of impact of tourism on biodiversity. In addition, it
seems to be only indirectly relevant to the KMGBEF.]
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[Comments on table 4:

e The expert meeting provided their assessment on the status of each area and suggests
that SBSTTA identifies relevant organizations to take the lead on the areas of work,
e.g. UNCCD, UNESCO, WHC, UNDP and Parties.

e Impact assessment might play an important role for target 1 of the Framework.
However, it could pause and potentially be integrated in the potential additional area
of work on spatial planning.|

IV.bis Recommendations

[General comments:

e The group mentioned that there is no prioritisation on the importance of an area of
work. The prioritisation is only on updating and reviewing the different areas of work.

e Based on the proposed text in this add 1 the expert group decided to prepare proposals
for recommendations from SBSTTA to the Secretariat and COP. The group proposed
to request the Secretariat to forward the review to SBI following the mandate given
by decision 15/4 paragraph 9. These proposed recommendations are based on the
exchange the expert meeting had on tables 1-4 and their rationales.]

XX. The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:

A)  Strategic review of the programmes of work of the Convention in the context of
the Framework

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

XX. Takes note of the strategic review and the analysis of the programmes of work
of the Convention in the context of the Framework contained in document
CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1 as well as the information document CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/6
[Rationale: The ADD 1 and the information document should be noted]

XX. Notes that there were different views by Parties and observers on the scope and
purpose of the strategic review according to document CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1.
[Rationale: Paragraph to note that there were divergent views]

XX. Notes that the following areas of work have not vet been updated in line with
the Framework through recent COP decisions: Protected areas, Agricultural biodiversity,
Forest biodiversity, Global Taxonomy Initiative, ecosystem restoration; inland waters
biodiversity, mountain biodiversity, [Rationale: Based on the analysis done on the areas of
work in Chapter IV. We highlight the areas that have not yet been updated or are under
review]|

XX. Requests the Executive Secretary to forward the report of the strategic review
and the analysis of the programmes of work of the Convention in the context of the
Framework contained in document CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1 as well as the information
document CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/6 to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation for its
consideration, of the areas of work under its mandates with the following recommendation:
[Rationale: As some of the areas of work are under the mandate of the SBI, we need to
forward them to SBI to also look at the strategic review. Based on the analysis the experts
already proposed some changes towards the categorisation of the areas in Chapter V]

(2) Limit the following areas of work, noting that their implementation could
be led by partner organizations and Parties and that the achievements continue to be
recorded on the website of the Convention and through the clearing-house mechanisms, as
information sources. There could be the need to reactivate them under the CBD:
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) biodiversity for development

° tourism and biodiversity

(b) Strengthen alignment with the Framework by merging the following areas

of work:

. Business engagement, economics, trade and incentives,

° Capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation, and technology transfer
° Financial mechanism and resource mobilization

(c) Maintaining the following areas of work close to their current form and
regularly review and update, also considering recent COP decisions as well as work
under the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice:

° Communication, education and public awareness
° Gender and biodiversity
° Mainstreaming;

XX. Recommends that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties
consider adopting a decision along the following lines, noting that complementary
recommendations may be elaborated by the Subsidiary Body on Implementation
[Rationale: As some of the areas of work are under the mandate of the SBSTTA, SBSTTA
can forward areas under their mandate straight to a COP decision. Based on the analysis
the experts already proposed some changes regarding the categorisation of the areas in
Chapter IV above|:

XX. Takes note of the strategic review and the analysis of the programmes of work
of the Convention in the context of the Framework contained in document
CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1 as well as the information document CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/6

XX. Decides to limit the following areas of work, as their implementation could be
led by partner organizations and Parties: dry and subhumid land biodiversity, ecosystem
approach, impact assessment. All achievements continue to be recorded on the website of
the Convention and through the clearing-house mechanisms, as information sources. There
could be the need to reactivate them under the CBD or integrate them in other areas of
work.

XX. Also decides that the following areas of work are maintained close to their
current form and regularly reviewed and updated, also taking into account recent COP
decisions as well as work under SBSTTA: Protected areas, ecosystem restoration,
agricultural biodiversity; climate change and biodiversity; forest biodiversity; Global
Strategy for Plant Conservation; health and biodiversity; inland waters biodiversity;
invasive alien species; island biodiversity; marine and coastal biodiversity; planning,
monitoring, reporting and review; synthetic biology; Global Taxonomy Initiative, mountain

biodiversity;
XX. Recognises that the following areas of work might benefit from an update:

Agricultural biodiversity, Global Taxonomy Initiative, ecosystem restoration: inland waters
biodiversity, mountain biodiversity;

XX. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity related to indigenous peoples and local communities to
review the report of the strategic review and the analysis of the programmes of work of the
Convention _in  the context of the Framework contained in document
CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.1 as well as the information document CBD/SBSTTA/27/INF/6 for
consideration of the elements related to biological and cultural diversity and traditional
knowledge, innovations and practices, and to provide recommendations for consideration
by the Conference of the Parties at its eichteenth meeting. [Rationale: As some of the areas
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of work are under the mandate of the SB8j, we need to forward them to SB8j to also look at
the strategic review. Based on the analysis the experts already proposed some changes
towards the categorisation of the areas in Chapter 1V]

- [Rational: These

paragraphs are replaced by the new text]
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5 Strategic review of and updates to the expanded programme of work on
forest biodiversity (Iltem 6b)

The topic was introduced by Jules De Brabander. The expert meeting appreciated the peer
review process that took place and the opportunity to provide comments as well as the two
notifications. Due to the information document SBSTTA/27/INF/8 not being available during
deliberations in Vilm, the following analysis is based on a common understanding regarding
the Information document that may change once the final document comes out:

The Vilm experts tentatively agree to use the second option in the potential approaches. The
current annex is insufficient to guide the updating of the programme of work on forests due
to a lack of linkage with the extended programme and alignment with the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework. The proposal would be to replace the annex with the more
comprehensive and complete version anticipated in SBSTTA/27/INF/8. The draft table in
SBSTTA/27/INF/8 should provide added value for the understanding for the proposed com-
plementary activities by linking to the gap analysis and possible reordering and should be con-
sidered together.

Notes on the annex:

The discussions on the annex were initiated on the text proposals made by one expert, and
were then further developed as a group. Not all targets of the Framework are reflected in the
annex and no clear explanation is given as to why. Complementary activities for targets 4, 5
and 9 do not address the elements or objectives that all harvest, trade and use of wild species
should be sustainable and enhance biodiversity. The group identified a need for clarification
on the use of nature-based solutions and ecosystem-based approaches in addressing human-
wildlife conflict, particularly regarding how these approaches can be applied in a biodiversity-
friendly way in this context. Complementary actions related to target 7 on pollution, including
soil, would benefit from alignment of efforts under agenda item 6c and agenda item 9. One
expert proposed to add the following language: “Develop methodologies for optimization and
payments for forest ecosystem services and forests’ contribution to society through land use
planning, including their role of spatial planning in urban and peri-urban areas” under com-
plementary actions for target 11. While the idea seems interesting, clarification is needed on
the rationale.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.2

Suggestions on the text

Strategic review of and update to the expanded programme of work on
forest biodiversity in the context of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework

I. Introduction

abridged; continued.
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VI. Recommendation

XX. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice may wish to
adopt a recommendation along the following lines:

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

Appreciating the contribution by [XX] that enabled the work on the update of the
extended programme of work on forest biodiversity,

XX. Requests the Executive Secretary, to consider [the work under this agenda item]|
in updating other programmes and areas of work under the Convention. [Rationale: Link
the outcome and the recommendation of this agenda item to the process under agenda item
6a, e.g. the work on protected areas]|

29. The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice may wish to
recommend that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a decision along
the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decisions IX/5 of 30 May 2008, XIII/7 of 17 December 2016 and 16/35 of
27 February 2025,

Recognizing that the conservation, restoration and sustainable management—ef forests
management are vital for the achievement of many targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework,*? [Rationale: Consistency of the language with sustainable forest
management]

Deeply concerned about the continuous loss and degradation of forests, especially primary
forest,

Recognizing that the conservation and sustainable use of forest biodiversity is a shared
priority of the Rio conventions,

Welcoming the ongoing joint efforts undertaken under the Collaborative Partnership on
Forests, including on enhanced policy coherence with the United Nations strategic plan for forests
2017-2030,*

Appreciating the continuous contribution of the Korea Forest Service of the Republic of
Korea to the Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative to develop capacity on sustainable forest
management,

Underlining the role of the programme of work on forest biodiversity to enhance the
coherence and coordination among Parties and other Governments, relevant organizations,
stakeholders and indigenous peoples and local communities to promote forest biodiversity.
[Rationale: The programme of work should enable forest actors and practitioners to engage
with it]

Recognising the importance of further promoting forest biodiversity and sustainable
forest management in global, multilateral and bilateral contexts to support the
implementation of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Paris Agreement and other global instruments. [Rationale: Forest
biodiversity is important for the implementation of global environmental goals and targets]

1. Acknowledges that the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity** and
related decisions of the Conference of the Parties provide strategic guidance for the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework in forest ecosystems,
but that updated guidance in relation to certain targets is needed;

32 Decision 15/4, annex.
33 See General Assembly resolution 71/285.
34 Decision VI/22.
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1bis. Welcomes the thematic assessment report on the interlinkages among
biodiversity, water, food and health (“nexus assessment™) of the intergovernmental science
policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services including its summary for policy-
makers and key messages, and notes its relevance to the work undertaken under the
convention and to the implementation of the Framework. [Rationale: Alignment with text
proposed under agenda items 4, 9 and 10]

1.ter Welcomes the rapid gap analysis contained in SBSTTA/25/INF/1 and the
value of aligning the programme of work on forest biodiversity with the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework objectives and targets. [Rationale: The rapid gap analysis
was important in order to make progress on the alignment]

l.quater _ Highlights the importance of the programme of work on forest
biodiversity as a tool to achieve the targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. [Rationale: The programme of work is an important tool and its importance
should be underlined]

2. [Endorses the complementary activities for further or improved guidance contained
in the annex to the present decision, as an update to the expanded programme of work on forest
biodiversity, noting that the development of further guidance should take into account the work
undertaken under the relevant targets of the Framework and in collaboration with the relevant
intergovernmental organizations, respecting their mandates and avoiding duplication;]
[Rationale: See note in the beginning about the relationship between the annex and the
information document].

3. Invites Parties and other Governments to take into account the update to the
expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity in the revision or updating of national
biodiversity strategies and action plans and their implementation, the development of national
targets, national reports, national capacity-building and development programmes and resource
mobilization strategies to support the implementation of the Framework, national forest
programmes and other forest-related programmes, strategies and initiatives;

4. Invites the governing bodies and secretariats of relevant multilateral environment
agreements, FAQ, UNFF, ITTO and other international organizations to contribute to the
implementation of the Framework in forest ecosystems by supporting the implementation of the
updated programme of work on forest biodiversity, including through the development and
dissemination of guidance and tools, the development of targeted capacity-building programmes
and technology transfer; [Rationale: Important to flag the implementation of the programme
of work on forest biodiversity outside the CBD in other relevant organizations and
agreements|

5. Invites indigenous peoples and local communities, relevant stakeholders, including
the private sector and academia, women, children and youth, persons with disabilities and forest
actors to contribute to the implementation of the Framework in forest ecosystems by supporting
the implementation of the updated programme of work on forest biodiversity; [Rationale:
complete list of relevant stakeholders]

6.  Invites the members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to consider ways
and means to further enhance their individual and collective contributions to support Parties in
their implementation of the Framework in forest ecosystems;

6.bis. Urges Parties and other Governments and invites other relevant
multilateral agreements and organizations to strengthen communication on the updated
programme of work on forest biodiversity [Rationale: More awareness is needed on the
existence and usefulness of the programme of work]

6.ter Invites Parties and other Governments to mainstream forest biodiversity
through the extended programme of work on forest biodiversity within and across all
relevant sectors and to provide relevant information through the national reports
[Rationale: The integration of the programme of work on forest biodiversity is important
at national level and in different sectors]
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7. Requests that, with regard to the issuestisted-in-the annex to the present decision,
the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,® in collaboration with
relevant international organizations and subject to the availability of resources: [Rationale: The
annex does not contain issues and the proposal would need to be more complete and a more
general reference is wanted]

(a)  Enhance cooperation with the Collaborative Partnership on Forests and its members
to compile and make available relevant recent guidance and tools related to the expanded
programme of work on forest biodiversity and the compliementary activities listed in the annex
to the present decision, giving particular attention to sustainable forest management, as related to
the activities linked to Target 10 of the Framework outlined in the annex to the present decision;
[Rationale: Editorial note, spelling]

(b) Liaise with the executive secretaries of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa®® and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change®’ to
identify joint activities to support the conservation and restoration of forests in view of their role
in achieving land degradation neutrality and climate change mitigation and adaptation;

(c)  Collect, compile and make available relevant guidance and experiences from Parties,
other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities, and relevant organizations and
stakeholders on the use of the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity and the
complementary activities listed in the annex, to support the implementation of the Framework
in forest ecosystems and report its outcomes at a SBSTTA before the eighteenth Conference
of the Parties; [Rationale: the guidance and experiences should be considered by SBSTTA
to develop relevant recommendations, e.g. a survey like it has been done under agenda item
9 on agriculture]

(d) Integrate the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity and the
compliementary activities listed in the annex, as appropriate, into relevant capacity-building and
development and scientific and technical cooperation efforts undertaken under the Convention,
including through the Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative and the Rio Conventions Joint
Capacity-building Programme; [Rationale: Editorial note, spelling]

(e) Report to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation, at a meeting held before the
eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, on the aforementioned cooperation activities
in support of the implementation of the Convention and the Framework.

35 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
36 Ibid., vol. 1954, No. 33480.
37 Ibid., vol. 1771, No. 30822.
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Annex

Update to the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity

Targets of the Kun-
ming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity
Framework38

Complementary activities to the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity*’

Targets 1, 2 and 3

1. Censerve Contribute to the conservation of primary, high-integrity forests including

through participatory, integrated and biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning and-in-
tegrated-and-use-planning; while planning for improved ecological integrity, forest

connectivity and forest intactness. [Rationale: Use terms of target 1 of the KM GBF.
Question: Is there a definition of high-integrity forests under the CBD?]

2. Employ best practices in forest restoration, including with regard to spatial and within-
stand heterogeneity, connectivity, climate resilience and climate projections and risks
of wildfires and other threats. [Rationale: Wildfires are not the only threat to for-
ests, diseases, storms etc. need to be included]

3. Employ other effective area-based conservation measures as an integral part efforest
landseape spatial planning to increase connectivity, including by bringing terminol-
ogy, concepts and definitions up to date. [Rationale: The scope of targets 1-3 is
broader than forest landscape planning]
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[Rationale: Unclear who should develop the definition, there are approaches at
regional and national level to do so, that could contradict each other. Also, forests
are different in different parts of the world, it is very time-consuming to develop
a general definition for successfully restored forest, it could even be harmful for
the conservation of biodiversity]

4.bis Further develop and implement practices that help to consider protected
areas and managed forests more holistically. [Rationale: Managed and unman-
aged forests need to be considered together for the benefit of biodiversity]

4.ter Implement science-based biodiversity-friendly practices in relation to af-
forestation and reforestation. [Rationale: Afforestation and reforestation efforts
can contribute to the implementation of the targets of the KMGBF, if they are sci-
ence-based and biodiversity friendly]

4.quater Assess degraded forests and deforested areas and improve monitoring,
reporting and verified impacts on national restoration targets, pledges and 2030
commitments [Rationale: To facilitate actions towards target 2]

Targets 4, 5 and 9

5. Manage human-wildlife conflict, using nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based
approaches where possible, including through successful methods based on case stud-
ies, while recognizing and respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and local com-
munities.

6. Raise awareness and promote the application of best practices for conserving forest
habitats and maintaining the genetic diversity of forest wild species and to prevent and
mitigate disease risks to people. [Rationale: Original limits meaning to the preven-
tion and mitigation of disease risks, while adding “and” broadens to other bene-
fits]

6.bis Combat illegal logging and trade and stepping up actions against defor-
estation and forest degradation. [Rationale: In the context of target 5, combatting

illegal logging and illegal trade is essential and should be highlighted in the com-
plementary activities]

6.ter Identify ways and means to prevent trade of wild species, including inva-
sive alien species, negatively impacting forest biodiversity. [Rationale: Trade of
wild species should be prevented in the context of forest-biodiversity]

38 Decision 15/4, annex.
39 Decision VI/22.
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Target 6 7. Taking cross-cutting work on invasive alien species into account, provide guidance to
assist forest managers with preventing the introduction of invasive species, in particu-
lar those that may be unintentionally spread through forest machinery and operations.

Target 7 8. Taking the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity and the Global Action Plan

on Biodiversity and Health?’ into account, reduce soil loss and the impacts and risks
of pesticides on forest biodiversity and human health [Rationale: wording in line
with target 7 of the KMGBF]

8.bis Increase understanding of the complex relationships between forest bio-
diversity and nutrient cycles and other biogeochemical flows, including novel en-
tities and atmospheric aerosols. [Rationale: Addressing the knowledge-gap
around these topics]

Targets 8 and 11

9. Enhance the benefits for biodiversity, and avoid the negative impacts, of carbon mar-
ket-driven incentives for large-scale restoration and afforestation.

10. Apply guidance from the Paris Agreement?’ to forest restoration and management, in-

cluding for market-based incentive mechanisms.

11. Enhance forest ecosystem integrity and resilience by using nature-based solutions
and/or ecosystem-based approaches as an objective for climate change mitigation and
adaptation and disaster risk reduction, considering likely long-term ecosystem changes
and relevant environmental and social safeguards. [Rationale: All environmental and
social safeguards should be taken into consideration]

11.bis Strengthen integrated forest fire management, prevention, mitigation
and control of all threats to forest biodiversity, as well as forest landscape resto-

ration. [Rationale: All threats to forest biodiversity, including fire, should be ad-
dressed adequately]

11.ter_ Restore, maintain and enhance forest ecosystem functions and services,
such as carbon sequestration, water regulation, water quality, soil health, pollina-
tion, and cultural values through nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based
approaches. [Rationale: Alignment with target 11 of the KMGBF]

11.quater = Make use of nature-based solutions and ecosystem-based approaches to
improve disaster risk reduction to minimize negative and foster positive impacts
of climate action on forest biodiversity. [Rationale: Alignment with target 8 and
11]

Target 10

12. Further develop, pPromote, and implement biodiversity-friendly practices, such as
sustainable forest management, ineluding reduced-impact logging practices, sustain-
able intensification, agroecology, agroforestry and inter-cropping to reduce forest
fragmentation. [Rationale: Biodiversity-friendly practices, such as SFM, already
exist but should be further developed, promoted and implemented.]

13. Promote approaches that improve the socioeconomic conditions of indigenous peoples
and local communities, including alternative livelihoods based on the sustainable use
of forest resources.

Target 12

14. Provide and apply the principles of urban forestry and urban green space planning to
urban development to enable green spaces, including by establishing guidelines for
tree density, the area and size of green spaces and connectivity between those areas.

40 Decision 16/19, annex.
41 United Nations, Treaty

Series, vol. 3156, No. 54113.
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Complementary activities to the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity*’

Target 13 (no gaps)

15.

Take into account the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair
and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization,”” as applicable, and
relevant decisions related to digital sequence information on genetic resources.

Target 14

16.

16.bis

Employ strategic environmental assessments, poverty eradication strategies, strate-
gic environmental assessments, environmental impact assessments, and national
accounting, as appropriate, as a part of an-everalHandseape-plan, spatial planning,
integrating biodiversity and its multiple values [Rationale: Alignment with target
14]

Strengthen cross-sectoral efforts and mainstream forest biodiversity into

policies, strategies and measures, including national forest strategies, inter alia
through forest and land-use policies, zero-deforestation initiatives, forest-agricul-

ture integration and urban planning. [Rationale: Apply whole-of-government ap-
proach, while mainstreaming forest biodiversity between and across all levels of
government]

Targets 15 and 16

17.

18.

18.bis

Promote due diligence in the production and supply chains of non-forest industries to
address the risk of deforestation and forest degradation, taking national socioeconomic
conditions and legislation into account.

Encourage consumers to buy from legal, deforestation-free and sustainable supply
chains, including through forest certification, by providing information enabling them
to make informed decisions.

Promote monitoring, assessing and transparent disclosure of forest bio-
diversity related risks posed by activities of business and financial institutions.
[Rationale: Alignment with target 15]

Target 17 (no gaps)

19.

Take the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety? into account, as applicable.

Targets 18 and 19

20.

21.

21.bis

Develop forest biodiversity-positive financing instruments, including by repurposing
subsidies harmful to forest biodiversity through an active Biodiversity Finance Initia-
tive plan, and integrate the instruments into national finance or similar plans.

Work closely with the Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network of the United Na-
tions Forum on Forests.
Develop and implement financing instruments to enhance the role of in-

digenous peoples and local communities in implementing forest governance and
community-based forest management. [Rationale: Proposal in line with target

19(f).]

Targets 21, 22 and
23

22.

Taking the programme of work on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the Convention
on Biological Diversity related to indigenous peoples and local communities to 2030%
and the Gender Plan of Action (2023-2030)% into account:

(a) Integrate traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, as well as
worldviews and values into forestdandseape management practices; [Rationale:
Next to article 8], elements of section C of the Framework should be re-
flected]

(b) Ensure the secure, equitable and legally recognized land and forest tenure for in-
digenous peoples and local communities;

(c) Improve participation in the planning and management of forests by all-seetors-of
eivil seeiety; ineladingindigenous peoples and local communities, women, youth

42 Ibid., vol. 3008, No. 30619.
43 Ibid., vol. 2226, No. 30619.

44 Decision 16/4, annex.

45 Decision 15/11, annex.
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Targets of the Kun- | Complementary activities to the expanded programme of work on forest biodiversity*
ming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity
Framework38

and persons with disabilities and all sectors of civil society. [Rationale: Indige-
nous peoples and local communities are not a part of all sectors of civil soci-
ety.]

(c bis) Recognize gender roles, responsibilities, uses, rights and practices to ad-
dress underlying social and gender inequalities and adopt a gender-respon-
sive approach in conserving, sustainably managing and restoring forest bio-
diversity. [Rationale: Alignment with target 23, section C, Gender Action
Plan]

38
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6 Areas of potential further work (Item 6c)

The topic was introduced by Linn Appelgren. The expert meeting discussed whether there is
the need for SBSTTA recommendations for all areas of potential further work in addition to
those proposed. However, they were of the view that these are not necessarily needed.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/5/Add.3

Suggestions on the text

I11.

Areas of potential further work in the context of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

Note by the Secretariat

Introduction

abridged; continued.

Recommendations

58.

The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:

27/--. Equity, gender equality and the human rights-based approach relating to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources

The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

Recalling the adoption of the Gender Plan of Action (2023-2030) by decision 15/11
of 19 December 2022 and of the programme of work on Article 8(j) and other provisions
of the Convention on Biological Diversity*® related to indigenous peoples and local
communities to 2030 by decision 16/4 of 30 October 2024, and as well as subparagraph
g in section C of the Framework. beth of which all promote the application of a human
rights-based approach in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework,* [Rationale: To address all relevant key processes and sections where the
human rights based approach is recognized]

Noting that eenduetby the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
is conducting of a global analytical study on the implementation of a human rights-based
approach to the goals and targets of the Framework, as requested by the Human Rights
Council in its resolution 57/28 on biodiversity and human rights of 11 October 2024,
[Rationale: Editorial change]

Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, subject
to the availability of resources, to review the global analytical study on the implementation
of a human rights-based approach to the goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework conducted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, once available, and to submit a proposal for potential additional work on the-equity,
gender equality and the human rights-based approach, including intergenerational equity
and gender equality, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its seventeenth
meeting.[Rationale: This is to cover all elements of the title of the potential additional

46 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
47 Decision 15/4, annex.
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work area and to match the language for section C, which includes element of
intergenerational equity and gender equality]|

Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, to
consider available information on the human rights-based approach when preparing
the revision of the programme of work on protected areas which is due to be
considered by the twenty-eights meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice. [Rationale: Section C of the KMGBF including
the human rights-based approach is highly relevant to target 3, among others]

59. The Subsidiary Body may also wish to recommend that, at its seventeenth meeting, the
Conference of the Parties, adopt a decision along the following lines:

Areas of potential further work in the context of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework

A
Biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning

The Conference of the Parties,

Noting the ongoing methodological assessment of integrated biodiversity-inclusive
spatial planning and ecological connectivity of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,

Recognizing that marine spatial planning has been adequately addressed in previous
decisions, in particular decision XIII/9 of 17 December 2016, and has been the focus of
capacity-building activities on marine and coastal biodiversity, including through the
Sustainable Ocean Initiative,

Noting the existing experience and guidance on marine spatial planning on different
scales, including under the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,*
subject to the availability of resources:

(@) To prepare a report on experiences with biodiversity-inclusive spatial
planning, drawing on the inputs into the global review of collective process in the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,* and, en-the
basts—ef using [Rationale: To improve language to enable inclusion of the IPBES
assessment on spatial planning] the findings of the review as well as of the
methodological assessment of integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning and
ecological connectivity of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, [Rationale: IPBES spatial planning report to be
considered in the conduct of the workshop] to hold an expert workshop to advance a
common understanding of biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning and its approaches, in the
context of the implementation of the Framework;

(b)  To prepare, on the basis of the findings of the methodological assessment of
integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning and ecological connectivity of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and
the activities referred to in subparagraph (a) above, an updated proposal for potential further
work on biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting to be held before the
eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

48 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
49 Decision 15/4, annex.
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B
Pollution and biodiversity

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decisions 16/12 of 1 November 2024 and 16/31 and 16/35 of 27 February
2025,

Recognizing that pollution is one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss,

Welcoming the establishment of Intergovernmental Science-Policy Panel on
Chemicals, Waste and Pollution, [Rationale: The ISPCWP was established and we

should welcome it]

contained-inthe-annex—to-the-present-deeision; [Rationale: The expert group is not in
favour of establishing a new AHTEG, expressing concerns with regards to budgetary
implications and timeline. Instead, the group proposes to use the same methodology
as for the area of potential further work on spatial planning]

3. Invites Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities and relevant
organizations to submit scientific and technical information to the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity*® in relation to:

(a) The impacts of pollution on biodiversity in different biomes, including the
types and sources of pollution of priority concern for different biomes and species;

(b)  Priority biodiversity considerations to be incorporated into pollution
prevention, control and mitigation measures, for key sources, sectors and stakeholders;

(c) The role of biodiversity and ecosystem services in pollution mitigation
(nature-based solutions and/or ecosystem-based approaches), including guidance for
specific sectors and sources of pollution;

technieal-expert-group-enpolutionand biediversity[Rationale: Based on the deletion
of paragraph 2 above, this paragraph is redundant]

3.bis Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.’! to engage with the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Panel on Chemicals,
Waste and Pollution and relevant bodies listed under paragraph 6 below, to explore
potential areas of collaboration to contribute towards filling the gaps in tools and
guidance on the implementation of target 7 of the Framework; [Rationale: To request
that the Secretariat starts collaborating with the organizations mentioned in
paragraph 6 with a view towards filling gaps in tools and guidance, as well as

50 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
51 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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exploring opportunities for collaboration with the newly established ISPCWP, which
the expert group proposed to welcome in the new preambular paragraph 3.]

3.ter Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.” subject to the availability of resources [Rationale: Proposed alternative to
paragraph 2, which has been deleted by the expert group]:

(a) To prepare a report based on the scientific and technical information
submitted pursuant to paragraph 3 above and experiences on pollution and
biodiversity, drawing on the inputs into the global review of collective process in the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,>

(b) _ To hold, on the basis of the findings of the report, an expert workshop to
advance the implementation of target 7 of the Framework, including to address the
gaps in tools and guidance thereof;

(¢c) __To prepare, on the basis of the activities referred to in paragraph 3.bis
and subparagraph (a) and (b) above, an updated proposal for potential further work
on pollution and biodiversity, for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting to be held before the eighteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties

of the Parties-atits-eighteenth-meeting;|Rationale: Based on the deletion of paragraph

2 above, this paragraph is redundant]

6. Invites the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Panel on
Chemicals, Waste and Pollution [Rationale: The expert group welcomed the
establishment of ISPCWP and proposes to add it as one of the organizations to
collaborate with], the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal,** the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade> and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants,*® the Secretariat
of the Minamata Convention on Mercury,”’ the International Maritime Organization, the
International Seabed Authority and the secretariats of the regional seas conventions and
action plans to strengthen their focus and enhance their activities [Rationale: To make
the invitation more active] on the interaction of chemicals and waste, including plastic
waste, with biodiversity and ecosystem services to advance the implementation of target
7 of the Framework [Rationale: To make it clearer that collaborate should advance

implementation of Target 7];

52 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
53 Decision 15/4, annex.
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before-the-eighteenth-meeting-of the Conference-of the Parties: [Rationale: As the expert
group proposed deleting paragraph 2, this annex is redundant]

C

Sustainable biodiversity-based activities, products and services that enhance
biodiversity [Rationale: To bring the headline in line with the area of potential
further work as decided in COP decision 16/12]

The Conference of the Parties,
Recalling decisions 16/12 of 1 November 2024 and 16/15 of 25 October 2024,

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,*
subject to the availability of resources, to prepare a report on experiences with sustainable
biodiversity-based activities, products and services that enhance biodiversity, drawing on
the inputs into the global review of collective process in the implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,*® and, on the basis on the findings of
the review, to hold an expert workshop to provide technical advice on the definition, scope
and elements of the concept of sustainable biodiversity-based activities, products and
services that enhance biodiversity [Rationale: To bring the language in line with the
area of potential further work as decided in decision 16/12.], and to prepare a report
including proposals for potential additional work in this area [Rationale: The report
should include proposals for potential additional work in this area] for consideration
by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting to
be held before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

D
Equity, gender equality and the human rights-based approach relating to the

58 Decision 15/4, annex.
59 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
60 Decision 15/4, annex.
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61 Ibid.

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and the fair and equitable
sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources

The Conference of the Parties,

Taking note of the global analytical study on the implementation of a human rights-
based approach into the goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework®' conducted by the United Nations Commissioner for Human Rights,

Taking note also of the proposal for potential additional work on the equity, gender
equality and the human rights-based approach [Rationale: This is to cover all elements
of the title of the potential additional work area], including intergenerational equity and
gender equality [Rationale: To match the language for section C, which includes
element of intergenerational equity and gender equality], prepared by the Executive
Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity®? pursuant to recommendation 27/--
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

7.bis Welcomes the transformative change assessment of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
including its Summary for Policymakers and Key-messages, and notes its relevance
to_the work undertaken under the Convention and to the implementation of the
Framework including this area of potential further work; [Rationale: The group is of
the opinion that the transformative change assessment_of IPBES should be welcomed
as it is relevant for this area of potential further work]

7.ter Recognizes that “equity and justice” is one of the four principles as
identified in the assessment to address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss and
guide _transformative change towards global _sustainability; [Rationale:
transformative change assessment in IPBES background message A5 recognizes that
“equity and justice” is one of the four principles to address the underlying causes of
biodiversity loss and guide transformative change towards global sustainability which
is relevant here]

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to finalize a proposal for potential additional work on the equity, gender equality and the
human rights-based approach, including intergenerational equity and gender equality
[Rationale: See rationale for preambular paragraph], taking into account the global
analytical study on the implementation of a human rights-based approach to the goals and
targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework conducted by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and other relevant information, tools,
guidance and assessments [Rationale: To also make use of other relevant materials
developed], and to submit the proposal for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on
Implementation and the Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity Related to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
at meetings to be held before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

8.bis Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, to consider available information on the human rights-based approach
when reviewing and updating other areas of work [Rationale: Section C of the
Framework including the human rights-based approach is relevant for all areas of
work]

62 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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E
Different value systems, as stated in paragraph 7 (b) of section C
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling that, in subparagraph 7 (b) of section C of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework,%® the Conference of the Parties affirmed that different value
systems should be taken into account in its implementation and that, in Target 14 of the
Framework, it called for the integration of multiple values of biodiversity in decision-
making,

Recalling also the adoption of the programme of work on Article 8(j) and other
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity related to indigenous peoples and
local communities to 2030 by decision 16/4 of 30 October 2024 and the elements and tasks
related to the joint programme of work on the links between biological and cultural
diversity in the annex to decision 15/22 of 10 December 2022, both of which support the
application of diverse value systems in the implementation of the Framework,

Recalling further The Methodological Assessment Report on the Diverse Values and
Valuation of Nature of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services and decision 16/14, [Rationale: This decision reviewed the findings
of the assessment for the work of the Convention and provided guidance on its use]

8.bis Invites the TSC support centres to make active use of the values
assessment _in supporting Parties in the implementation of the Framework;
[Rationale: Facilitate the increased use of the IPBES values assessment by Parties, in
particular for the implementation of section C of the KMGBF]

8.ter Invites _the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and other relevant organizations to further
support the use and uptake of the values assessment in the implementation of the
convention and the Framework; [Rationale: Facilitate the increased use of the IPBES
values assessment by Parties, in particular for the implementation of section C of the
KMGBF]

9. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
subject to the availability of resources, to facilitate the exchange of knowledge, experiences
and good practices among Parties, indigenous peoples and local communities and relevant

stakeholders at the next nature and culture summit—including-throusghthe-holdingof
dialogues—and-throughlearning platforms, to support the effective integration of diverse

values and knowledge systems into the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework. [Rationale: The expert group considered “holding of
dialogues and learning platforms” not clear. Proposal to ensure that exchange of
knowledge, experiences and good practices will be facilitated in an adequate manner
and established format such as at the next nature and culture summit, which is an
official parallel event to CBD COPs]

63 Decision 15/4, annex.
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7 Risk assessment and risk management (Iltem 7)

The topic was introduced by Valeria Giovannelli. Overall reflections (not covered by suggested
changes to the text):

The experts generally agreed that the proposed workload for the AHTEG to develop additional
voluntary guidance materials for four topics and technical notes for three topics would be too
high for one intersessional period. It is suggested that the topics to work on are limited to a
manageable number and to prioritize at this point one topic for additional voluntary guidance
materials and one for technical notes. The group did not discuss prioritizing any of the topics.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/6

Suggestions on the text

Risk assessment and risk management of living modified organisms

Note by the Secretariat

I. Background

abridged; continued.

III. Recommendations

60.

Further to the request in decision CP-11/7, the Subsidiary Body may wish to recommend

that, at its twelfth meeting, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
the Protocol adopt a decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol,

Recalling decisions CP-9/13 of 28 November 2018 and CP-11/7 of 30 October 2024,

1. Welcomes the outcomes of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group
on Risk Assessment,®* and takes-note-of the-outecomes-of-including the structured analysis
of the topics of risk assessment proposed by Parties in relation to needs and priorities for
further guidance on specific topics of risk assessment of living modified organisms;®
[Rationale: To be consistent with paragraphs 2 and 3 we “welcome” the whole work
of the AHTEG, and that also includes the structured analysis]

2. Endorses the recommendation conclusions of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert
Group on Risk Assessment to develop additional voluntary guidance materials for living
modified algae, living modified microorganisms, living modified organisms expressing
genome editing machinery for pest or pathogen control and living modified fish;
[Rationale: AHTEG did not provide a recommendation, but rather conclusions]

3. Also endorses the recommendation conclusions of the Ad Hoc Technical
Expert Group on Risk Assessment to develop technical notes®® for voluntary use for long-
term and cumulative effects of genetic constructs and living modified organisms,

64 See CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/3.
65 CBD/SBSTTA/27/6, annex.
66 To serve as practical supplements to existing guidance materials to support Parties in addressing specific challenges or

contexts.
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operationalizing protection goals into relevant assessment and measurement end points,
and the use of living modified organisms in centres of origin and in traditional agricultural
systems; [Rationales AHTEG did not provide a recommendation, but rather
conclusions]

3.bis Decides to_develop additional voluntary guidance materials for
topic |one listed in paragraph 2]. [Rationale: It is not feasible to develop material for
all four topics in one intersessional period. All identified topics are important, so we
suggest to prioritize one topic for additional voluntary guidance materials, to be
developed at this time]

3.ter Decides to develop a technical note for topic [one listed in paragraph
31. [Rationale: It is not feasible to develop material for all three topics in one
intersessional period. All the topics for the technical notes are important, so we
suggest to prioritize one topic for technical notes, to be developed at this time]

3.quater  Decides to consider the remaining topics listed in paragraph 2 and
3 at the thirteenth meeting of the COP/MOP. [Rationale: All the seven topics did fulfil
all criteria in the analysis of the AHTEG]

4. Decides to establish a new ad hoc technical expert group on risk assessment,
with the terms of reference contained in the annex to the present decision;

5. Invites Parties, other Governments, indigenous peoples and local communities
and relevant organizations to submit information relevant to the work of the Ad Hoc
Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment;

6. Decides to extend the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and
Risk Management to support the work of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk
Assessment;

7. Also decides to consider at its thirteenth meeting additional issues on which
guidance materials on risk assessment may be needed, further to the process established in
decision CP-9/13 for the identification and prioritization of specific issues of risk
assessment of living modified organisms that may warrant consideration, taking into
account the priorities identified by Parties, including in their national reports;

7.bis Calls for broad international cooperation to continue sharing
information and experiences, particularly through the Biosafety Clearing-House, and
to engage in cooperation and capacity building and development activities to support
scientifically sound risk assessment, particularly with regard to the topics prioritised
by the AHTEG (CP/RAJAHTEG/2025/1/3); [Rationale: Cooperation, capacity
building and development activities are of very high importance. Moreover, these
tasks require direct and active engagement of all.]

8. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of financial
resources, to:

(a)  Convene at least two meetings of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk
Assessment, one of which will be in person, before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference
of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety;®

(b)  Convene discussions in the Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment
and Risk Management during the same intersessional period;

(c)  Synthesize information collected in response to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the
present decision;

(d)  Continue to undertake capacity-building and development activities to support
the risk assessment of living modified organisms;

67 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619.
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9. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological
Advice to consider the outcomes of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on
Risk Assessment at a meeting held before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol and to make
recommendations to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
the Cartagena Protocol.
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Annex

Terms of reference for the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assess-

ment

1. The Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment shall:

(a) Be composed of experts, selected in accordance with section H of the
consolidated modus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice,® with specific scientific and technical expertise relevant to the
present mandate, and include experts from academia, relevant international organizations
and indigenous peoples and local communities, in line with decision 14/33 of 29 November
2018 on the procedure for avoiding or managing conflicts of interest in expert groups, as
amended in decision CP-11/6 of 1 November 2024;

(b)  Subject to the availability of funds, hold at least two meetings, one of which
will be in person, before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety®® and perform any
necessary tasks between its two meetings by online means of communication and
engagement;

(c) Develop draft additional voluntary guidance materials in_accordance with

annex III to _the protocol for the toplc 1dent1f1ed in paragraph 3.bis h*mg—med—n—ﬁed

: for cons1derat10n
by the Sub51d1ary Body ata meetmg held before the th1rteenth meetmg of the Conference
of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol; [Rationale:

to support focused work of the AHTEG; streamline with paragraph 3.bis]|

(d) Develop draft technical notes’ in accordance with annex I1I to the protocol

for the t0p1c 1dent1ﬁed in paragraph 3.ter the—lea-g—tema—a—nd—e&mul—&twe—eﬁfeets—eﬁgeﬂe&e

eentre&e#er@n—a&d—m—traéﬁeﬁal—agﬂeult&ral—systems— for cons1derat10n by the Subs1d1ary
Body at a meeting held before the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. [Rationale: to support
focused work of the AHTEG; streamline with paragraph 3.ter]

2. In undertaking its work, the Expert Group shall consider the information submitted
pursuant to paragraph 5 of the present decision, the discussions held in the Open-ended
Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management, the synthesis of information
prepared by the Secretariat pursuant to paragraph 8 (c) of the present decision, the synthesis
of submissions of information on risk assessment and the discussions of the Open-Ended
Online on Risk Assessment and Risk Management’* and the list of bibliographic references
provided in the submissions from Parties and during the discussions of the Open-ended
Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management.”?

3. In conducting its work, the Expert Group shall also consider information produced
by other international, regional and national bodies, to avoid the duplication of existing
materials.

68 Decision VIII/10, annex III.

69 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2226, No. 30619.

70 Technical notes serve as practical supplements to existing guidance materials to support Parties in addressing specific
challenges or contexts.

71 CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/1.

72 CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/2.
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8 Invasive alien species (Iltem 8)

The topic was introduced by Johanna Niemivuo-Lahti.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/7

Suggestions on the text

IV.

Progress report on intersessional activities on invasive alien species

Note by the Secretariat

Introduction

abridged; continued.

Recommendations

23. The Subsidiary Body may wish to recommend that, at its seventeenth meeting, the

Conference of the Parties adopt a decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision 16/18 of 1 November 2024, in which it recognized the urgent
need to implement the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework,” in particular
its Target 6, and that increasing the availability and accessibility of information and means
of implementation and addressing major knowledge gaps on biological invasions, in
particular in developing countries, would result in more robust and effective policy
instruments and management actions,

Recalling also that, to address the challenges posed by invasive alien species, it
highlighted the relevance of coordination and collaboration across sectors in its decisions
X11/17 of 10 October 2014, 14/11 of 29 November 2018, 15/27 of 19 December 2022 and
16/18 of November 2024, as well as urged Parties to support the implementation of the
One Health approach in its decisions 16/18 and 16/19, [Rationale: The date was added
to be consistent; decision 16/19 was added because it is another relevant document for
the interlinkage between One Health and Invasive Alien Species]

1. Notes with appreciation the work done by the Secretariat of the Convention
on Biological Diversity’* during the current intersessional period, including the hosting of
the discussions of the Open-ended Online Forum on Invasive Alien Species and convening
of the fourteenth meeting of the Inter-Agency Liaison Group on Invasive Alien Species;

2. Encourages Parties, in accordance with national circumstances and priorities,
and invites other Governments, relevant organizations and indigenous peoples and local
communities, as appropriate:

(@) To improve the eeHeetion—and—availability—gathering, analysing and
distribution [Rationale: To match the common, normally used language] of data on

impacts, pathways of introduction, especially through international trade including
online trade, occurrences and management measures with regard to invasive alien species
identified in their territories, to support efforts towards addressing Target 6 of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework; [Rationale: This was one of the

73 Decision 15/4, annex.
74 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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areas identified by the Inter-Agency Liaison Group requiring further work, cf.
paragraph 7 (c). We considered it important that Parties continue gathering,
analysing and distributing data related to international trade. A good and important
example is the “Guidance Document on e-commerce and IAS” (2021) by the
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and its natural habitats (Bern
Convention)]

(b) To consider—the use of integrated and collaborative approaches, to
mainstream actions to that bring together relevant sectors to address the challenges posed
by invasive alien species, involving especially the private sector, in order to mobilize
resources and raise awareness: [Rationale: To strengthen the language to signal that
all relevant sectors need to work together for the implementation of target 6.
Involving public private partners is a necessary and cost-effective way to address,
amongst others, the obstacle of low public awareness, as well as the need to prevent
introduction and further spread of IAS]

3. Requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of financial
resources:

(a) To continue to collaborate with the Inter-Agency Liaison Group on Invasive
Alien Species on, among other things: (i) producing guidance on how relevant government
agencies can improve cross-sectoral collaboration to address the challenges posed by
invasive alien species, including through the use of integrated approaches [Comment:
Some experts considered “compiling best practices and lessons learnt” may suffice
and could reduce the workload for the Secretariat, however, acknowledging that
official “Guidance” has a stronger mandate]; and (ii) exploring strategies to enable early
detection and rapid response to support the mobilization of data, so as to reduce the time
lag between the detection of an invasive alien species and information availability;

(b)  To continue to improve the invasive alien species portal” on the website of

the Convention on Biological Diversity, to serve-as-a-ene-stop-shop-for-users-and support
the implementation of Target 6 of the Framework; [Rationale: We support that the
portal on IAS will be updated, continued and improved, but questioned the function
as a “one-stop shop”: There are many (regional and local) databases. If this will be
done, it is important that it is interoperable/compatible with existing ones and not
creating double structures. It might also require too many resources]

(c)  To submit the outcomes of the work described above to the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice for consideration at a meeting held
before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

75 www.cbd.int/invasive.
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9 Biodiversity and agriculture (Iltem 9)

The topic was introduced by Dr. Jan Plesnik.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/8

Suggestions on the text

Biodiversity and agriculture

I. Introduction

abridged, continued

V. Suggested recommendations

91. The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:
The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice,

Having considered the note by the Secretariat on biodiversity and agriculture,’®

Recommends that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a decision
along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decisions VI/5 of 19 April 2002, VIII/23 of 31 March 2006, X/34 of
29 October 2010, XIII/3 of 17 October 2016 and 15/28 of 19 December 2022,

Noting the importance of soil biodiversity to achieve multiple global commitments,
including the Rio conventions, by contributing to solutions to tackle climate change,
biodiversity loss and land degradation,

Recognizing that the conservation and sustainable use of soil biodiversity is key to
achieving food security and nutrition, while contributing to the achievement of multiple
goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, "’

Recognizing the importance of restoring soil health and increasing soil organic
carbon as part of a nexus approach on biodiversity, water, food, health, and climate

as described by the Thematic Assessment Report on Interlinkages among Biodiversity,
Water, Food and Health of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, towards achieving multiple targets of the
Framework [Rationale: The nexus assessment provides some findings that are useful
for the further development of soil protection, conservation and management]|

1. Welcomes the progress made in the implementation of the Plan of Action
(2020-2030) for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Soil Biodiversity,”® and recognizes the barriers and opportunities in national
implementation summarized in document CBD/SBSTTA/27/8;

1.bis Welcomes the Thematic Assessment Report on Interlinkages among
Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy

Platform on_Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, including the summary for

76 CBD/SBSTTA/27/8.
77 Decision 15/4, annex.
78 Decision 15/28, annex.
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policymakers and the key messages, as well as the 71 response options, and notes its
relevance to the work undertaken under the Convention and to the implementation
of the Framework; [Rationale: The nexus assessment provides some findings that are
useful for the further development of soil protection, conservation and management]|

2. Encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to
continue to support the implementation of the Plan of Action in alignment with the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework;

3. Encourages Parties to integrate the conservation, restoration and sustainable
use of soil biodiversity in their national biodiversity strategies and action plans, including
through biodiversity-inclusive spatial planning conducted in a participatory manner;

4. Invites Parties to strengthen cooperation among national focal points for the
Minamata Convention on Mercury,” the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal,’® the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals
and Pesticides in International Trade®' and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants®? and to implement coherent and integrated actions to address the
conservation and restoration of soil biodiversity and its interlinkages with pollution control;
[Comment: In this context, also the ongoing negotiations to develop an international
legally binding instrument on plastic pollution including in the marine environment
are relevant]

5. Encourages Parties, other Governments, subnational governments, local
authorities and relevant organizations to provide support and resources, including
technical and technological assistance and digital tools, including through the
technical and scientific support centres, for monitoring soil biodiversity, including for
community-based monitoring that engages indigenous peoples and local communities,
farmers, pastoralists, women and youth in the development and management of monitoring
systems; [Rationale: To make capacity-building more effective]

6. Invites relevant global and regional organizations, as well as academic
institutions, to address the knowledge gaps in soil biodiversity;

7. Notes the ongoing work on microorganism and invertebrate genetic resources
conducted under the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and
welcomes the request made by the members of the Commission at its twentieth session that
the Secretariat of the Commission engage with potential partners, including the Secretariat
of the Convention on Biological Diversity,*® in the establishment of a global pollinator

platform;
7.bis Reminds Parties and other Governments to identify, eliminate,

phase out or reform incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity, including
those directly related to agriculture and invites them to redirect them to increase
biodiversity-friendly practices in soil biodiversity protection, conservation and
management; [Rationale: KMGBF-target 18 (harmful subsidies) is not addressed in
the analysis of progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action (2020-2030) for
the International Inmitiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil
Biodiversity (neither are positive agricultural production subsidies mentioned). It was
the only KMGBEF target that was identified as a gap (see paragraph 68). The target is
very important for protection, conservation and management for soil biodiversity]|

79 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 3201, No. 54669.
80 Ibid., vol. 1673, No. 28911.

81 Ibid., vol. 2244, No. 39973.

82 Ibid., vol. 2256, No. 40214.

83 Ibid., vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention to further engage with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture on the ongoing work on microorganism and
invertebrate genetic resources, including in relation to soil biodiversity and pollinators;

9. Also requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of resources,
to cooperate with relevant organizations, especially those mentioned in paragraph 4, on
the development of relevant tools and guidance on reducing the impacts of pollution on soil
biodiversity and to report on progress to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice at a meeting held before the eighteenth meeting of the Conference
of the Parties; [Rationale: To specify key stakeholders]

10.  Further requests the Executive Secretary, subject to the availability of
resources, and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the
Global Soil Partnership, the Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative and other relevant
organizations, to continue efforts to develop harmonized methodologies for the
conservation and sustainable use of soil biodiversity and indicators to support Parties in the
monitoring of and reporting on soil biodiversity, providing relevant capacity-building, as
necessary;

11.  Requests the Executive Secretary to bring the present decision to the attention
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Development Programme, UNESCQO, World Health Organization, the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm Conventions, the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
especially as Waterfowl Habitat, the Minamata Convention on Mercury, the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,® the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change®, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and other biodiversity-related conventions and
entities of the United Nations system, in particular those involved in the implementation of
the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration:*’, and consider to establish,
subject to availability of resources, an inter-agency Liaison Group/informal
coordination group/committee consisting of the entities above, to coordinate the
various efforts, enhance synergies and avoid duplications, on the work on soil
biodiversity. [Rationale: UNESCO is important and relevant, e.g. because of their
field of activities, e.g. good capacities in communication (e.g. MAB Programme); the
WHO is important because of the interrelations between soil and health within One
Health concept; to coordinate the efforts, avoid duplications, and enhance synergies]

84 Ibid., vol. 996, No. 14583.

85 Ibid., vol. 1954, No. 33480.

86 Ibid., vol. 1771, No. 30822.

87 See General Assembly resolution 73/284.
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10 Biodiversity and health (Item 10)

The topic was introduced by Conor Kretsch. In reviewing the note from the Secretariat for
agenda item 10, the expert meeting considered the following: (a) whether the item would give
justice to the COP 16 decision on health (decision 16/19), (b) facilitate the development and
delivery of the appropriate scientific and technical support for Parties and the Secretariat in
their work to implement the decision, including national/subnational implementation of the
Global Action Plan (GAP) on Biodiversity and Health, (c) ensure the profile and importance
given to the CBD’s thematic area of work on health and biodiversity is sustained, and (d) sup-
port and enhance other ongoing CBD work on mainstreaming, policy coherence and synergies
with other multilateral processes.

The expert meeting noted that very little detail is presented in the draft text for agenda item
10 on the implementation activities requested in decision 16/19, paragraph 9. It was noted
that the CBD Secretariat, and the consultees identified in decision 16/9 including the Secre-
tariat and members of the One Health Quadripartite, face significant resourcing and capacity
issues, so the scope of ongoing engagement remains in any case uncertain. The experts feel it
would be valuable for SBSTTA-27 to be able to reflect on further information and potential
outputs to identify any opportunities to further strengthen the work of CBD and Parties on
health, particularly the implementation of the GAP.

Document CBD/SBSTTA/27/9

Suggestions on the text

Biodiversity and health

Note by the Secretariat

I. Introduction

abridged, continued

VI. Recommendations
11.  The Subsidiary Body may wish to adopt a recommendation along the following lines:
The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to submit complete the final-list work pursuant
to paragraph 13 (a) of decision 14/4 and reiterated in paragraph 9 (a) of decision 16/19
regarding the development of integrated science-based indicators, metrics and progress
measurement tools on biodiversity and health and submit the final list of integrated science-
based indicators, metrics and progress measurement tools on biodiversity and health for
consideration at a SBSTTA before the eighteenths Conference of the Parties and to the
Conference of the Parties for consideration at its seventeenth-eighteenth meeting; [Rationale:
Since the proposed timeline does not allow a sufficient review process and party engagement
and the consideration of the indicators by SBSTTA-27 or SBSTTA-28 it was suggested to
consider a postponement of the adoption to COP 18]
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1.bis Also requests the Executive Secretary to adjust the timeline of the
development of the indicators accordingly to provide adequate time for peer review;
[Rationale: If adoption is postponed to COP 18, the timeline should be adjusted]

1.ter Requests the Executive Secretary to consider the discussion of indicators
on climate change and health of the UNFCCC Framework for Global Climate Resilience
adopted at COP 28 and the outcomes of UNFCCC COP30 for the development of indicators
requested in Dec.14/4; [Rationale: Indicators developed under UNFCCC on health might
be relevant for the voluntary actions in the GAP proposed in relation to KMGBF target 8
which states e.g. “Explore the possibilities of developing indicators on linkages between
climate, biodiversity and health”]

l.quater _ Takes note of the update provided by the Secretariat at SBSTTA-27 on
the progress on activities requested in Dec. 16/19 paragraph 9 (a)-(f); [Rationale: The Vilm
experts would hope for at least an oral update on progress on activities requested in 16/19
since the publication of the document by the ES at SBSTTA-27 and are of the view this
should be considered in addition of the information provided in SBSTTA-27/9]

1.quinquies Requests the Executive Secretary to initiate and continue the tasks as
outlined in subparagraphs 9 (b), (c), (d) and (e) of decision 16/19; [Rationale: Participants
were of the view that not all activities requested in decision 16/19 were addressed in the
document and wanted to reiterate the mandate to initiate and continue the work, e.g.
initiating cooperation work with the Office of the United Nation’s High Commissioner for
Human Rights since (d) requested cooperation with the Human Rights Agreements or
outreach to the other Rio Conventions (UNFCCC, UNCCD)]

1.sexies Encourages the Executive Secretary to consider engagement in the
process on Pandemic Agreement; [Rationale: Ongoing discussions in the Intergovernmental
Working Group of the Pandemic Agreement on Access and Benefit-sharing will include
considerations of the Nagoya Protocol and will inform the development of national One
Health strategies and action plans, which are also ongoing]

1.septies  Requests the Executive Secretary to provide an update on progress
related to the work mentioned above at the Conference of the Parties at its seventeenth
meeting; [Rationale: To provide update to COP 17]

2. Recommends that, at its seventeenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties adopt a
decision along the following lines:

The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing the relevance of the interlinkages between biodiversity and health for
the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework_as
highlighted in Section C, subparagraphs (g) and (r) of decision 15/4 [Rationale:
Recognition of (g) the human rights-based approach and human right to a clean
environment, (r) on biodiversity and health and the One Health approach],®

Recalling paragraph 8 of its decision 16/19 of 1 November 2024, in which it invited
Parties, other Governments, relevant multilateral environmental agreements and other
organizations to share measures, guidance and tools, examples, best practices and lessons
learned in the implementation of the Global Action Plan on Biodiversity and Health® and
the mainstreaming of biodiversity and health interlinkages at all levels,

L. Welcomes The Thematic Assessment Report on Interlinkages among
Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,” including the summary for policymakers and

88 Decision 15/4, annex.

89 Decision 16/19, annex.

90 At the time of reporting, only the summary for policymakers had been published, but it is expected that the full report will
be available by the seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
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the key messages as well as the 71 response options and highlights its relevance to the
work undertaken under the Convention and to the implementation of the Framework
and the Global Action Plan on biodiversity and health, [Rationale: Related to agenda
item 4, standard language]

1.bis Recognizes the key messages®' and 71 response options related to
health and the interlinkages to the other nexus elements, [Rationale: to highlight key
messages relevant for the biodiversity-health nexus]

1.bis alt Welcomes of the key messages and response options of the IPBES
Nexus Assessment report, which confirms the findings of the State of Knowledge
Review that greater integration of the design and implementation of policy responses
across the nexus elements of biodiversity, water, food, health and climate, which are
inclusive, equitable, accountable, coordinated and adaptive, can enhance their
efficiency and effectiveness, support multiple goals and targets across policy
frameworks, [Rationale: Alternative to 1.bis was proposed to back up the nexus
report through the findings of the state of knowledge review which are already
established and accepted by COP decision 13/6]

1.ter Recalling also previous decisions by the Conference of the Parties
relating to biodiversity and health interlinkages and cooperation with the health
sector, which stress that mainstreaming biodiversity in the health sector is essential
for halting the loss of biodiversity and called for greater cooperation with the health
sector, particularly decisions XII/21, XIII/6, XIV/4 and XV1/19, [Rationale: In order
to reinforce that the health sector is important for mainstreaming]|

1.ter alt Highlighting the contribution of the Thematic Assessment Report on
Interlinkages among Biodiversity, Water, Food and Health of the Intergovernmental

Science-Policy Platform on _Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services to the
mainstreaming of biodiversity into the health sector and other sectors, [Rationale:
The nexus assessment also recognizes other nexus elements, and to strengthen
mainstreaming biodiversity in other sectors]

PLACEHOLDER: Takes note of the list of the integrated science-based
indicators, metrics and progress measurement tools on biodiversity and health and
encourages Parties and other Governments to make use of it, on a voluntary basis, in
their report of the implementation of the Global Action Plan; [Rationale: In case COP
17 adopts the list of indicators, the recommendation should encourage Parties to use
these]

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,”
subject to the availability of resources:

(@) To compile and synthesize information from Parties, other Governments,
indigenous peoples and local communities, relevant multilateral environmental agreements
and other organizations on measures, guidance and tools, examples, best practices and
lessons learned in the implementation of the Global Action Plan on Biodiversity and Health
and the mainstreaming of biodiversity and health interlinkages at all levels, and to make
the information available through the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention or on
its website, as appropriate;

(a.bis) To include potential cross-linkages of biodiversity and health in the
ongoing revision of the programmes of work and other areas of work where relevant
and where appropriate; [Rationale: Nexus assessment key messages include
considerations of trade-offs of siloed approaches vs. integrated approaches]

91 E.g. KM-A1l, KM-B1, KM-B2, KM-B3, KM-C2, KM-C3, KM-D1
92 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619.
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(a.ter) To consider the IPBES nexus elements and related reports in
engagements with the secretariats of the other Rio Conventions, and other multi-
lateral environmental processes, and with the World Health Organization and other
members of the One Health Quadripartite; [Rationale: The nexus assessment
identifies the nexus elements as being key points of integration and coherence across
Multilateral Environmental Agreements]

(a.quater) To further pursue policy coherence and synergies with the
secretariats of the other Rio Conventions and to conduct a review of health-related
decisions from the Conferences of the Parties of the other Conventions including
science-based indicators, any responses to the nexus assessment, and report on same
to a SBSTTA meeting before the eighteenth Conference of the Parties; [Rationale:
COPs of other Rio Conventions, e.g. UNFCCC COP30 are considering nexus elements
and interlinkages between biodiversity and health; concerns were raised as to the
work load of this task]

(b) To continue cooperation on biodiversity and health with relevant
organizations, as outlined in subparagraphs 9 (b), (¢), (d) and (e) of decision 16/19;

(c)  Tosubmitareport on the outcomes of its work for consideration to a SBSTTA
before by—the Conference of the Parties at its eighteenth meeting. [Rationale: No
consideration currently foreseen on engagement of SBSTTA]
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A Appendix

A.1 Participants of the European expert meeting in preparation of SBSTTA-27, 08—
12 September 2025, INA Vilm, Germany

Participants at the venue

Institution Country E-Mail

1 Abela, Sarah Anne  Environment and Re- Malta sarahabelall@gmail.com
sources Authority

2 Amler, Sebastian German Youth Dele- Germany sebastian.amler@naju.de
gate/NAJU

3 Appelgren, Linn Swedish Environmental Sweden linn.appelgren@swe-
Protection Agency dishepa.se

4 Bertram, Mathias Deutsche Gesellschaft fir  Germany mathias.bertram@giz.de

Internationale Zusam-
menarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

5 Dr. Cooper, Claire National Parks and Wild-  Rep. of Ireland claire.cooper@npws.gov.ie

life Service
6 De Brabander, Belgian Ministry for Envi-  Belgium jules.debra-
Jules ronment bander@health.fgov.be
7 De Koeijer, Abra- RBINS Belgium hdekoeijer@natu-
ham (Han) ralsciences.be

8 Dr. Delaney, Aoife  National Parks and Wild-  Rep. of Ireland aoife.delaney@npws.gov.ie

life Service
9 Dr. Gritzmacher, BfN Germany kim.gruetzmacher@bfn.de
Kim
10 Harding Petersen,  Ministry of Green Transi- Denmark jhape@mgtp.dk
Jonas tion
11 JuulJensen, Eva Ministry of Green Transi-  Denmark ejj@sgav.dk
tion
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tion

Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries, Food Quality
and Nature

Federal Ministry of Agri-
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Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry
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Bundesministerium fir
Umwelt, Klimaschutz, Na-
turschutz und nukleare Si-
cherheit

Defra
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Ministry of Environment
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Ahonen, Inkeri
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Dr. Baccani, Marco

Dr. Batic¢, Martin

Cannell, Martin

Carlsbecker,
Annelie

Christensen,
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Dr. Defarge,
Nicolas

Institution

Swedish Environmental
Protection Agency
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ment, Climate and Energy

BfN

Federal Office of Con-
sumer Protection and
Food Safety

Federation of German
Scientists (FGS) / Vereini-
gung Deutscher Wissen-
schaftler (VDW) & EcoNe-
Xus

Ministry of Social Affairs
and Health

European Commission
(DG Health and Food
Safety/Cartagena Proto-
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Finland
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Germany
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NGO

Finland
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marja.ruohonen-

lehto@syke.fi

Ruth.Rupreht@gov.si

Samson.Simon@BfN.de
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A.2 Programme of the European expert meeting in preparation of SBSTTA-27, 08—

12 September 2025, INA Vilm, Germany

Background and objectives

The 27" meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice
(SBSTTA) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will take place in October 2025 in
Panama City, Panama. The aim of the workshop on Vilm Island is to stimulate a focused dis-
cussion and allow for an in-depth preparation of the issues which will be dealt with at SBSTTA-

27.

In preparation for SBSTTA-27, experts from European countries (EU member states and oth-
ers) are invited to attend the European expert meeting convened by the German Federal
Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) at the International Academy for Nature Conservation,
Isle of Vilm, to be held from 8 — 12 September 2025.
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The meeting will be characterized by informal discussions between National Focal Points and
other experts, focusing on the agenda items that will be considered at SBSTTA-27. The aim is
to work on the text and to have participants jointly develop text suggestions in a unique at-
mosphere.

As an exception, the agenda item 7 on Risk assessment and risk management will be discussed
virtually in parallel to the physical meeting.

The results of and inspiration from the meeting may feed into the international negotiation
process. The outcomes of the discussions will be published and shared among the CBD- and
SBSTTA National Focal Points and made available to SBSTTA-27.

Target group

The target group of the meeting are National Focal Points and/or secondaries, experts on the-
matic topics and/or procedural matters as well as selected experts from NGOs, IPLCs, youth
and academia. Members of the CBD-Secretariat and the SBSTTA-Bureau are invited as re-
source persons.

Organiser

Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN): Division International Nature Conservation,
Bonn, and International Academy for Nature Conservation, Isle of Vilm.

Costs

Ca. 400 € per participant (including full board and lodging). For prices and fees please see the
price list of the International Academy for Nature Conservation Isle of Vilm.

Payment by EC card or credit card please. Bank transfer is only possible in exceptional cases.

Please note, that participants from developing countries or countries with economies in tran-
sition and members of NGOs can apply for financial assistance. The travel support is based on
a reimbursement policy.

Travel information

By train via Stralsund — Bergen auf Riigen — Lauterbach Mole
By car via Stralsund or Glewitzer Fahre, Garz, Putbus to Lauterbach

The ferry transfer from Lauterbach to the Isle of Vilm takes 10 minutes. The ferry is run by
BfN. Information on how to get to the Isle of Vilm and the current ferry schedule to Vilm from
Lauterbach (Rligen) can be found here.
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German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN)
Content

Birthe Thormann

Phone: +49 228 8491-1788; E-mail: birthe.thormann@bfn.de
Mobile (Signal/WhatsApp): +49 160 93479409

Lennart Kimper-Schlake
Phone: +49 228 8491-1745; E-mail: lennart.kuemper-schlake@bfn.de
Mobile (Signal/WhatsApp): +49 171 9126551

Organizational issues
Evelyn Meier, Jutta Stadler
International Academy for Nature Conservation Isle of Vilm

Phone: +49 38301 86-146; E-mail: ina-org@bfn.de

Internet: www.bfn.de/en/ina

Cover picture: © U. Euler
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Programme at the venue

Monday, 08.09.2025

Arrival

06:30 pm
07:30 pm

08:30 pm

Ferry crossings from harbour Lauterbach/Mole
at 4:10, 05:10 and 06:10 pm (very last possibility at 08:00 pm)

Dinner

Welcome and Introduction
Birthe Thormann & Lennart Kimper-Schlake (BfN)

Informal get-together

Tuesday, 09.09.2025

From 07:30 Breakfast

Plenary: Introductory Presentations and Discussions

09:00 am

09:45 am

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:45 am

12:30 pm
01:45 pm

03:00 pm

Planning, monitoring, reporting and review: global review of
collective progress in the implementation of the KMGBF (Iltem 3)
Louisa Singer (Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, Germany) and Sanne
Kruid (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and Nature,
The Netherlands)

Biodiversity and climate change (Item 5)
Mathias Bertram (Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit,
Gl2)

Break

Invasive alien species (Item 8)
Johanna Niemivuo-Lahti (Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
Finland)

Biodiversity and health (Item 10)
Conor Kretsch (Cohab Initiative Secretariat)

Lunch

Guided tour through the nature reserve of the Isle of Vilm
Thomas Géttert (BfN)

Break



Report — European expert meeting in preparation of SBSTTA- 27

Parallel Drafting/Discussion Groups

03:30 pm

06:00 pm
07:30 pm

09:00 pm

Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

Dinner

Drafting/Discussion Group

Contribution to the workshop report, including parallel online
Q&A session for items 3 and 5 with Jillian Campbell and Tristan
Tyrrell respectively (CBD Secretariat) at 8:00 pm

Informal get-together/Preparation of working group results (as
needed)

Wednesday, 10.09.2025

From 07:30 Breakfast

Plenary: Introductory Presentations and Discussions

09:00 am

09:45 am

10:30 pm

10:35am
11:00 am

11:45 am

12:30 pm

Strategic review and analysis of the programmes of work under
the Convention in the context of the Framework (Iltem 6a)
Han de Koeijer (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences)

Areas of potential further work (Iltem 6c¢)
Linn Appelgren (Swedish Environmental Protection Agency)

Risk assessment and risk management (Item 7)

Brief introduction to online session, prepared by Valeria
Giovannelli (Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and
Research)

Break

Strategic review of and updates to the expanded programme of
work on forest biodiversity (Item 6b)
Jules De Brabander (Ministry for Environment, Belgium)

Biodiversity and agriculture (Item 9)
Jan Plesnik (Nature Conservation Agency, Czech Republic)

Lunch

Parallel Drafting/Discussion Groups

01:45 pm

Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report
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03:45 pm Break

04:00 pm Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

06:00 pm  Dinner
Plenary: Introductory Presentations and Discussions

07:00 pm  Matters related to the work programme of IPBES (Iltem 4)
Phil Raymond (Defra, UK)

Plenary: Reporting back

07:45 pm Presentation and Discussion of working group results
Contribution to the workshop report

9:00 pm Informal get-together/Preparation of working group results and
potentially parallel Q&A session for other Agenda Items, with the
CBD Secretariat at 9:15 pm (as needed)

Thursday, 11.09.2025

From 07:30 Breakfast
Plenary: Reporting back

09:00 am  Presentation and Discussion of working group results
Starting with report from the online session on Risk assessment
and risk management (Iltem 7)

10:30 am  Break
Parallel Drafting/Discussion Groups

11:00 am  Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

12:30pm  Lunch

Plenary: Discussion of Working Group Results

01:45 pm Presentation and Discussion of working group results
Parallel Drafting/Discussion Groups

02:15 pm Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

03:45 pm Break
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Plenary: Discussion of Working Group Results

04:00 pm Finalisation of the workshop report
Contribution to the workshop report

06:00 pm  Dinner Reception at the invitation of the German Federal Agency
for Nature Conservation

Plenary: Discussion of Working Group Results

08:30 pm  Finalisation of the workshop report
Contribution to the workshop report

Friday, 12.09.2025

Departure
From 07:30 Breakfast

07:25am  First ferry crossing: Early departure (from Vilm) - packed breakfast
will be provided

07:55 am  Further ferry crossings from Vilm
08:25 am
09:20 am

Virtual Programme

Wednesday, 10.09.2025

Virtual Drafting/Discussion Group on RARM (Agenda ltem 7)

01:00 pm  Welcome and Introduction
Barbara Engels (BfN)

01:15 pm Introductory Presentation and Discussion Risk assessment and
risk management (ltem 7)
Valeria Giovannelli (Italian Institute for Environmental Protection
and Research)

02:00 pm Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

03:30 pm  Break
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04:00 pm  Discussion Group
Q&A with Wadzanayi Mandivenyi and Austein McLoughlin (CBD
Secretariat)

04:45 pm  Drafting/Discussion Group
Contribution to the workshop report

06:00 pm  End of the Session

Thursday, 11.09.2025

Reporting back to the Plenary on Vilm

09:00 am Presentation and Discussion of working group results
Valeria Giovannelli
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